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Ordinance Amending TITLE 6: CONDUCT, ARTICLE I: REGULATED RIGHTS AND ACTIONS by creating
a new CHAPTER 607: Regulation of Deceptive Advertising by Limited Services Pregnancy Centers.

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court of the United States issued an Opinion in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health
Organization (2022) that overturned its prior decision in Roe v. Wade (1973), leaving the decision of abortion
rights to the States; and

WHEREAS, after the issuance of this Opinion, neighboring states of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania have
introduced legislation to severely restrict or ban abortion services that would otherwise be legal within the
Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, pregnant persons in states that severely restrict or ban abortions have traveled across state
boundaries seeking abortion services for various reasons including, but not limited to, protecting their physical
and mental health.

WHEREAS, the City of Pittsburgh is likely one of the closest municipalities for many pregnant persons
residing in states bordering Western Pennsylvania; and

WHEREAS, according to the Pennsylvania Department of Health, from January 2020 to December 2020, just
over 3,000 abortions were performed within Allegheny County alone; and

WHEREAS, with further restrictions on abortion services in neighboring states, it’s very likely that the City
will see a rapid increase of pregnant persons seeking abortion services within its jurisdiction; and

WHEREAS, such an influx of pregnant persons seeking abortion services can place a strain on facilities that
provide abortion services within the City; and

WHEREAS, it is imperative that pregnant persons who seek abortion services receive timely and accurate
information so they may choose the best services for them at their time of need;

WHEREAS, if pregnant persons do not receive timely and accurate information, subsequent decisions could
lead to further complications and unnecessary medical procedures, which could be costly for both patients and
providers; and

WHEREAS, the City has a legitimate government interest in protecting the public health of residents and
nonresidents within its jurisdiction by promoting the safety and security of patients, providers, and clinics
within the City through ensuring access to accurate information.
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NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PITTSBURGH ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The Pittsburgh City Code, Title Six: Conduct, Article I: Regulated Rights and Actions is hereby
amended by adding a new Chapter 607: Regulation of Deceptive Advertising by Limited Services Pregnancy
Centers, as follows:

Chapter 607: Regulation of Deceptive Advertising by Limited Services Pregnancy Centers.

§ 607.01 - DEFINITIONS.

a. “Abortion” means the use of any means to terminate the clinically diagnosable pregnancy of a woman
with knowledge that the termination by those means will, with reasonable likelihood, cause the death of
the unborn child except that, for the purposes of this chapter, abortion shall not mean the use of an
intrauterine device or birth control pill to inhibit or prevent ovulation, fertilization, or the implantation
of a fertilized ovum within the uterus;

b. “Agency” means a department or entity designated by the Office of the Mayor.
c. "Client" means an individual who is inquiring about or seeking services at a pregnancy services center;
d. "Clinical laboratory services" means the microbiological, serological, chemical, hematological,

biophysical, cytological, or pathological examination of materials derived from the human body;
e. “Deceptive advertising” means:

a. Disparaging the goods, services, or business of another by false or misleading
representation of facts; or

b. Advertising goods or services with intent not to supply reasonably expectable public
demand, unless the advertisement discloses a limitation of quantity; or

c. Advertising goods or services with intent not to provide or offer them as advertised.
f. "Emergency contraception" means one or more prescription drugs used to prevent pregnancy after

sexual intercourse:
g. "Health information" means any oral or written information in any form or medium that relates to health

insurance or the past, present or future physical or mental health or condition of a client;
h. "Licensed health care provider" means a person licensed under the provisions of federal or state law to

provide health care or other medical services;
i. "Limited services pregnancy center" means a pregnancy services center that does not directly provide,

or provide referrals for, abortions or emergency contraception;
j. "Pregnancy-related service" means any medical or health counseling service related to pregnancy or

pregnancy prevention, including, but not limited to, contraception and contraceptive counseling,
pregnancy testing, pregnancy diagnosis, pregnancy options counseling, obstetric ultrasound, obstetric
sonogram, and prenatal care;

k. "Pregnancy services center" means a facility, including a mobile facility, the primary purpose of which
is to provide services to clients who are or have reason to believe they may be pregnant and that either:

a. Offers obstetric ultrasounds, obstetric sonograms, pregnancy testing or diagnosis or prenatal care
to pregnant clients, or

b. Has the appearance of a medical facility by virtue of having two or more of the following factors
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present:
i. Staff or volunteers who wear medical attire and uniforms;
ii. One or more examination tables;
iii. A private or semiprivate room or area containing medical supplies or medical

instruments;
iv. Staff or volunteers who collect health information from clients;
v. The facility is located on the same premises as a licensed health care facility or

licensed health care provider or shares facility space with a licensed health care provider;
l. "Premises" means land and improvements or appurtenances or any part thereof; and
m. "Prenatal care" means services consisting of a physical examination, pelvic examination, or clinical

laboratory services, including pregnancy testing, provided to a client during pregnancy.
n. “Reproductive health care services” means all medical, surgical, counseling, or referral services

relating to the human reproductive system, including but not limited to services relating to
pregnancy, contraception, miscarriage, or the termination of a pregnancy.

§ 607.02 - DECEPTIVE PRACTICES.

No limited services pregnancy center, with the intent to perform a pregnancy-related service, shall make or
disseminate before the public, or cause to be made or disseminated before the public, in any newspaper or other
publication, through any advertising device, or in any other manner, including, but not limited to, through use
of the Internet, any statement concerning any pregnancy-related service or the provision of any pregnancy-
related service that is deceptive, whether by statement or omission, and that a limited services pregnancy center
knows or reasonably should know to be deceptive.

Nothing in this Chapter 607 shall deprioritize, interfere with, or impair the enforcement of laws relating
to the safety of providers of reproductive health care services or the safety of patients receiving these
reproductive health care services.

§ 607.03 - ENFORCEMENT.

a. Complaint procedure. The Agency shall provide a complaint form on the official City website. Any
individual or organization may file a complaint with the Agency for any violation of this section.

b. Review and investigation. The Agency shall review and investigate the complaint and shall make a
finding of compliance or noncompliance within sixty (60) days of the complaint being filed.

c. Finding of noncompliance. If at any time the Agency, upon investigation of a complaint or upon
independent investigation, finds that a violation of this section has occurred, it shall issue a
finding of noncompliance. The finding of noncompliance shall specify the areas of noncompliance,

d. Referral for criminal investigation. If at any time the Agency determines that a criminal violation
may have occurred, the Agency shall refer the matter to the District Attorney for criminal
investigation.

a. Any person convicted of violating this Ordinance shall be subject to the maximum
penalties allowable by law, including, without limitation, penalties prescribed under the
Pennsylvania Unfair Trade Practices and Consumer Protection Law.
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