City of Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Text File

Introduced: 4/29/2014 Bill No: 2014-0377, Version: 1

Committee: City Council Status: Passed Finally

WHEREAS, Officer Brenda Tate, a lifelong resident of the Hill District, mother of two sons and a proud grandmother,
served in the law enforcement field for 35 years as a veteran of the City of Pittsburgh Police Department, before
retiring from the Police Department on March 31, 2014; and,

WHEREAS, Prior to joining the Pittsburgh Police Bureau in April 23, 1979, she was one of the first female officers to
serve on foot patrol for the Pittsburgh Housing Authority Police Department; and,

WHEREAS, Officer Tate is a natural leader, sitting on several boards including the YMCA, Hill House Association,
Ebenezer Development Corporation, Hill District Community Development Corporation, and Urban Pathway Charter
School, as well as serving as a member of civic and community organizations including the NAACP, the Urban
League, Coro Center for Civic Leadership/Women, Boy Scout Troop 59, and the New Dawn Ministry “Winner in
You” program; and,

WHEREAS, the recipient of many honors, in 2001 Officer Tate received the “Woman of Influence” award from the
Pittsburgh Courier, and in 2002 she was awarded the “Volunteer of the Year” award from the National Organization of
Black Law Enforcement Executives; and,

WHEREAS, from 1994 to 2004 Officer Tate served in the high profile Dignitary and Witness Protection Unit
responsible for providing protective services for high profile Dignitaries such as kings, queens, US presidents and vice
presidents, and other royalty from abroad; and,

WHEREAS, in 2004 Officer Tate returned to the Zone 2 Station and worked beat and patrol assignments to provide
hill district residents with her unique style of community-policing service, and in 2007 she returned to the
Investigations Bureau to work in Witness Protection to provide temporary and permanent relocation and security to
material witnesses and victims who testified against violent criminals; and,

WHEREAS, Officer Tate starred in the November 2009 original and acclaimed play “Women of the Hill” with five
other women, hosted by the August Wilson Center to packed audiences, in which six women share and tell each of
their individual life stories; and,

WHEREAS, Officer Tate was assigned to the Chief's Office to work in the Community's Technical Investigation and
Preparedness Section (CTIPS) in 2010, where she reported directly to the chief of police investigating community
complaints and concerns; and,

WHEREAS, in 2013, Officer Tate spent a month working in Narcotics/Vice before she chose to return to her beloved
Hill District to walk a Centre Ave beat until retirement, a true fixture of the community and an example of good
citizenship; and,
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WHEREAS, Officer Tate embodies community-oriented policing, the spirit of volunteerism, the style and grace of a

proud African-American woman, and the professionalism of one of Pittsburgh's Finest;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh does hereby declare April 29,

2014 to be “Brenda Tate Day” in the City of Pittsburgh.
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