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recognize Dr. Cahall for enriching our community in so many ways and touching the lives of so many
of Pittsburgh’s citizens and for being a leader in the field of public history and historic preservation;
and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh does hereby declare Monday,
November 7th to be “Dr. Michael Cahall Day” in the City of Pittsburgh! Congratulations on your
retirement Dr. Cahall!

Sponsors: Darlene M. Harris, All Members

Indexes: PROCLAMATION - MRS. HARRIS

Code sections:

Attachments:
Date Ver. Action By Action Result
11/7/2016 1 City Council Adopted Pass

WHEREAS, Dr. Michael Cahall recently retired from the History Department at Duquesne University
after 25 distinguished years of service; and,

WHEREAS, Dr. Cahall was born in Cincinnati, Ohio and received his Bachelor’s degree from Ohio Wesleyan
University; completed a graduate program in museum practices at Cooperstown; and received his Master’s
degree and doctorate from the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign; and,

WHEREAS, Dr. Cahall worked professionally in the field of public history for 11 years; first as the Assistant
Curator of Exhibits at Old Museum Village of Smith’s Clove in Monroe, NY; then in multiple roles including
Acting Director at Oswego County Historical Society, Oswego, NY; finally as Director of Champaign
County Historical Museum in Champaign, IL; and,

WHEREAS, in 1991 Dr. Cahall and his wife Karen moved to Pittsburgh so he could teach at Duquesne
University, a position which he cherished and in which he excelled. Classes he taught include the following:
U.S. History to 1877, U.S. History since 1877, Religion and the American Experience, Introduction to the
Graduate Study of History, American Intellectual and Cultural History, Museum Studies, Museums and Society,
and Museum Education and Public Programming; and,

WHEREAS, Dr. Cahall served Duquesne University in numerous leadership roles in addition to his
teaching duties including: Recruitment Liaison for McAnulty College of Liberal Arts, Director of the
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University Honors College for six years, Director of Graduate Studies in History for four years, member of the
Search Committee for the Assistant Dean of McAnulty College of Liberal Arts, and member of the Awards
Committee for McAnulty College of Liberal Arts; and,

WHEREAS, Dr. Cahall has volunteered his time to preserve the history of Pittsburgh by serving on the
Collections Committee of the Heinz History Center, as a Board of Trustee for the Historical Society of Mount
Lebanon, and serving as a Tour Guide for the Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation; and,

WHEREAS, Dr. Cahall sums up his teaching philosophy by saying: “Throughout my educational experience,
from elementary grades through graduate school, I have been blessed with outstanding teachers who have both
challenged and inspired me. As a teacher, I have sought to “pay forward” the debt I owe those men and women
by providing the same to my own students. My personal measure of success is the degree to which I have
accomplished this in the lives of my own students;” and,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh wishes to honor and
recognize Dr. Cahall for enriching our community in so many ways and touching the lives of so many of
Pittsburgh’s citizens and for being a leader in the field of public history and historic preservation; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh does hereby declare Monday,
November 7% to be “Dr. Michael Cahall Day” in the City of Pittsburgh! Congratulations on your retirement
Dr. Cahall!
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