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Ordinance amending the Pittsburgh Code, Title V- Traffic, Article I, Administrative, Chapter 503, Enforcement
and Control, prohibiting the non-emergency use of compression brakes at a new section at 503.15

WHEREAS, the City of Pittsburgh has received complaints from citizens regarding the noise created by trucks
using compression brakes to slow their vehicles; and

WHEREAS, the noise created by the use of compression brakes interferes with the peace and repose of City of
Pittsburgh citizens at varying hours during both the day and night; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that adoption of this ordinance would further the public health, safety and
welfare of City of Pittsburgh citizens;

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PITTSBURGH HEREBY ENACTS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. A new section at Title V- Traffic, Article I, Administrative, Chapter 503, Enforcement and
Control, is added to the City of Pittsburgh Code to read as follows:

Section 503.15 Un-muffled Compression Braking Prohibited.

(a) Except as provided in this section, no person shall use motor vehicle un-muffled compression
brakes within the City of Pittsburgh. It shall be an affirmative defense that said un-muffled compression
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brakes within the City of Pittsburgh. It shall be an affirmative defense that said un-muffled compression
brakes were applied in an emergency to protect persons and/or property.
(b) This section shall not apply to vehicles of the city's fire department, whether or not responding to an

emergency.
(c) As used in this section, the term "compression brakes" means the use of the engine and

transmission to retard the forward motion of a motor vehicle by compression of the engine.
(d) The Department of Public Works shall post at reasonable locations within the boundaries of the

City signs indicating "Un-muffled Compression Brakes Prohibited" or substantially similar wording.
The Department of Public Works shall have the authority to post signs pursuant to this section on
roads in the city in response to reasonable requests from the community or the City Council.
Compression brake signs on City roads shall remain and be maintained and replaced, when
necessary, with language consistent with this section.

(e) Violation of this section shall constitute a traffic infraction and shall be punishable by a
maximum penalty of $250 per violation.

NOTE: I do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance duly engrossed and certified, was delivered by me to
the Mayor for his approval or disapproval and that the Mayor failed to approve or disapprove the same,
whereupon it became law without his approval, under the provisions of the Act of Assembly in such case made
and provided.
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