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An ordinance amending and supplementing Title I Administrative, Article IX Boards, Commissions, and
Authorities, Chapter 173 Commission on Naming Public Properties to change the makeup of the Commission
and provide City Council with approval authority over the naming or renaming of public properties and
facilities.

The Council of the City of Pittsburgh hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1:

CHAPTER 173: - COMMISSION ON NAMING PUBLIC PROPERTIES
§ 173.01 - CREATION, ORGANIZATION, QUORUM AND RULES.

(a) The Commission on Naming Public Properties shall consist of members to be appointed by the Mayor
with the advice and consent of Couneil. Members shall hold office during the term for which the Mayor
who appoints them has been elected and until their successors are respectively appointed-and-qualified.

(b)) The Pireetor of Pubhe Weorks shalh be a member ox-officio of the Commibsion I additon: the
Commission shall consist of the Director of Public Works or their designee, the Director of Parks and

City of Pittsburgh Page 1 of 3 Printed on 3/31/2026

powered by Legistar™


http://www.legistar.com/

File #: 2015-1379, Version: 2

Recreation or their designee, and the Director of the Department of City Planning or their designee
. 1 districts.

(c) All appointed members shall serve without compensation.

(d) In case any vacancy occurs, the vacancy shall be filled by the Mayor for the unexpired term.

ey Fhe Commission shal eleet o President and Seeretary: whose term of office shall be tor one ) vem

They may employ clerks and other persons whose salaries. together with the necessary expenses of the
Conttisstort shal be provided for at the diseretion of Counetl and the Mavor: by the proper avthorizations

andresolutions:

(f¢) A majority of the Hthree appointed members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of any
business or the decision of any matters within their competence or jurisdiction; ard the majority of the

cortHi-ay-deeide.

§ 173.02 - POWERS AND DUTIES.

(@) The € sion on Namine Public P o shall have the bility for i cating the historical
and artistic backeround of any present name of a public factlity or property when name changes are
W@%W%WM%%M&%MW@W

(b %e@emm%m&p%a%by%e%%@%%a%depaﬁmeﬁ%&a@&&gbyaq&mﬁ
appottted members shall have the poveer and jurisdiction over any butlding square: parke street or st
W%smmwwﬁm@wmmﬁm@mm%%mm

(¢} In all cases. under subsection (b) hercofl #f the Commission fails to recommend a name within sixty (60)
| ¢ submission, the deeision shall be d | '

(a) The Commission on Naming Public Properties shall establish guidelines and specifications for naming or
changing the name of a public property or facility. At a minimum, these guidelines and specifications shall

include mechanisms for receiving requests and recommendations, provisions for public hearings and

meetings, and a general requirement that naming or renaming a public property or facility for an individual
person can only be recommended and approved if that person has been deceased for at least three years.

(b) The Commission on Naming Public Properties shall perform due diligence related to the historic, artistic,

and cultural backeround of any facility proposed to be named or renamed and provide a report, in writing,
to accompany any subsequent recommendation.

(c) The Commission on Naming Public Properties shall receive requests and recommendations for naming or

renaming any public property or facility and shall recommend to City Council, in writing, the majority
opinion of the Commission as to the proposed naming or renaming within sixty (60) days of receiving said

request or recommendation. Failure by the Commission to act within (60) days shall be deemed a

denial.

d) City Council shall hold a public hearing before taking action on any recommendation for naming or
renaming any public property or facility.

e) The recommendation of the Commission for any naming or renaming of a public facility or property shall
be deemed approved by City Council except in the event of a negative vote by a supermajority of a quorum
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of Members. The recommendation shall also be deemed approved if City Council fails to take action
within sixty (60) days of receiving the Commission's recommendation.

The provisions of this chapter shall not preclude City Council from naming or renaming a public
property utilizing its normal legislative process, provided that:

1. there is a public hearing.

2. an affirmative vote shall require a super-majority.
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