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CITY OF PITTSBURGH
Commission on Naming Properties
[Type here]


Naming Commission Minutes for January 4, 2021, 2 PM

Commission Members Present: Mike Gable, Chair; Ross Chapman; Karina Ricks; Andrew Dash

Staff Present: Danielle Nicol (DCP)

Correspondence
The Commission is in receipt of the following correspondence.
· No correspondence

Items for Review 
A.) Project Name: “Oakcliffe Community Playground”, currently Niagara Parklet. Elena Zaitsoff, Vice President, Oakcliffe Community Organization.
· Organization feels that “Oakcliffe Community Playground” is a more representative name than Niagara Parklet. Since the playground was just redesigned, they feel it is an appropriate time for the renaming.
· Question posed by Director Gable about City’s convention to name all assets "Parks”. Is Oakcliffe Community Organization opposed to it being called “Oakcliffe Community Park”? Director Dash seconded to meet naming convention for the rest of the parks in the City of Pittsburgh.
· Millie Sass spoke on behalf of Oakcliffe Community to say they like the term “Playground” because it is more welcoming to families with small children. Also as their one playground is no longer there, they no longer have to differentiate between the two.
· Ms. Zaitsoff brought up the Greenway/Promenade which also could be named “Oakcliffe Park”.
· Director Dash mentioned there are park features in addition to the playground in the Niagara Parklet space and recommended they try to adhere to new naming convention.
· Ms. Zaitsoff asked if they could bring it up with the community before making a decision – they were not aware of the standard naming convention when they came up with “Oakcliffe Community Playground” name.
· Director Gable acknowledged they could speak with the community before making a decision and gave some background as to why the City has standardized the Park naming convention for clarity and consistency.
· Director Chapman asked if there would be an occasion where a facility would have both names coexist “Oakcliffe Community Park and Playground”? 
· Director Dash replied that the playground is a feature of a named park.
· Director Dash asked the applicant if we would like to revisit in April after they speak to their community, or if the Naming Commission could make the recommendation to move forward with “Oakcliffe Park” and then pull from Council if there was opposition from their community. Director Dash explained the process of recommendation to City Council and provided an estimated timeline of 1-2 months before it is heard.
· Ms. Zaitsoff  and Ms. Sass says the community strongly prefers “Oakcliffe Community Playground”. Requested City Planning presence at their community meeting. Asked what would happen if Naming Commission voted ‘no’ today.
· Director Gable explained that it still went to City Council; they make the final decision so they have an avenue to them. Director Gable formally requested a recommendation from Naming Commission.



Public Comments
· No public comments

Recommendation

Director Dash made the motion to recommend that the Naming Commission not accept renaming application from “Niagara Parklet” to “Oakcliffe Community Playground” on the condition that he would support the renaming to “Oakcliffe Park”. 
· Director Ricks asked for clarification on Naming Commission’s role: can they only accept or reject recommendation, or can they propose an alternate name.
· Director Dash cited Code Section 173.02 to clarify that Naming Commissions respond to applications.
· Director Ricks seconded the recommendation to reject the application.
· Three aye votes; motion passes. 

B.) Project Name: “Overlook”, the naming of a new facility to be constructed in the Robert E. Williams Memorial Park. Joe Adiutori, Department of Public Works, Architecture Division.
· Director Gable clarified that this was an application that the DPW submitted, and that it was not submitted by the community. Asked Director Dash if they could apply for another name down the road. Director Dash answered yes.
· Director Dash clarified that it is to be a leasable shelter. Mr. Adiutori confirmed and said they were going for a more general name as the shelter was a feature of the facility.
· Director Chapman agreed that it’s timely to name facility now so document and records can be filed. Agrees the general naming of the facility encompasses the entire facility.

Public Comments
· No public comments 

Recommendation

Director Dash made the motion to recommend approval of the application to name the building within Robert E. Williams Park “The Overlook”
· Director Ricks seconded.
· Director Gable is happy with the recommendation and that the public can come forth with another name in the future if needed.
· Three aye votes; motion passes.





Director’s Report
Next meeting Monday, April 5, 2021 at 2 PM. 

Nominations for Commission Positions
As Director Gable is retiring, he requested nominations for Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary.
· Director Dash was nominated for Chair and accepted. 
· Director Chapman was nominated for Vice Chair and accepted.
· Director Ricks was nominated for Secretary and accepted.
· Discussion to invite someone from DPW as fourth member.

Bylaws Discussion
· Clarification on whether Chair is allowed to vote. When the Commission was three people the Chair voted.
· Director Dash clarified that the legislation was amended to four people when DOMI was created. Department of City Planning will work to get that amended in the bylaws before the April 5 meeting.
· Director Chapman asked what happens if there is a split vote. 
· Director Gable confirmed that the Naming Commission’s responsibility was to submit all reports and recommendations go to City Council. They make the final decision.

Adjournment
On motion by Mike Gable and seconded by Andrew Dash, the meeting was adjourned at 3:10 PM.


Resources
Full presentation and archived here: https://youtu.be/z8-zt6wYH68
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