
 
 

 

 

CITY OF PITTSBURGH 

William Peduto, Mayor                                        Karina Ricks, Director 
 

Department of Mobility and Infrastructure 

 
 

 

Application for an Encroachment on City Dedicated Right-Of-Way 
 

 
Date____________________________ 

Applicant Name______________________________________________ 

Property Owner’s Name (if different from Applicant)_____________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:________________  Alternate Phone Number:________________ 

Location of Proposed Encroachment: __________________________________________ 

Ward: __________ Council District: __________Lot and Block _____________________  

What is the properties zoning district code?______________________ (zoning office 255-2241) 

Is the existing right-of-way, a street or a sidewalk? _____________________ 

Width of Existing Right-of-Way (sidewalk or street): __________ (Before encroachment) 

Length of Existing Right-of-Way (sidewalk or street): _________ (Before encroachment) 

Width of Proposed Encroachment: __________ 

Length of Proposed Encroachment: _________ 

Number of feet the proposed object will encroach into the ROW:______________ 

Reason for application:__________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

***PLEASE ATTACH ALL ADDITIONAL INFORMATION*** 
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***PLEASE ATTACH ALL ADDITIONAL INFORMATION*** 
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University of Pittsburgh - Thomas O'Toole

5051 Centre Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15213

412-624-9500
5008 Baum Blvd - Retail Space 
5034 Baum Blvd - Secondary Entry

8th 7th 51-P-13

EMI

Sidewalk (ROW includes Street as well)

60'

242.29'
(along property line)

10'-1"

4'

4'

This project includes renovation of the historic Ford Assembly

Plant on Baum Blvd.  The canopies at the entrance doors were an original part of the  

historic design and are being reconstructed as part of the historic renovation. 



                                      
 

 
R3A Architecture  |  www.r3a.com  |  48 South 14th Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15203  |  412.431.2480 1 

 

 
September 9, 2020 

 

Karina Ricks 
Director 
Department of Mobility & Infrastructure 
611 Second Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA  15219 
 
Re: Encroachment Permit Request at 5051 Centre Ave 
 
 
Dear Karina, 
 
This encroachment permit request is regarding the University of Pittsburgh’s new facility at 5051 Centre Ave.  The new 
facility includes a renovation of the historic Ford Assembly Plant located at the corner of Baum Blvd and Morewood 
Ave.  The existing Ford building is located directly adjacent to the property line along both Baum and Morewood.  As 
part of the historic renovation, the design intent is to reconstruct entrance canopies along Baum Blvd, similar to those 
that existed in the early 20th Century.  These entrance canopies would encroach the public way by overhanging the 
sidewalk.    
 
There are two canopies proposed along Baum Blvd.  5008 Baum will be the entrance to a future retail space located 
near the corner of Baum and Morewood.  5034 Baum will be an entrance into the main building.  A third canopy is 
proposed at 5007 Centre Ave.  This entrance serves another street level retail space but also serves as a protective 
shelter for the adjacent bus stop.  This was canopy has been enlarged in response to a request by DOMI staff to 
provide shelter for the bus stop that is built-in to the building façade.   
 
We appreciate your consideration of these encroachment requests and feel these improvements will greatly enhance 
the pedestrian experience along the Baum-Centre corridor.   
 

Sincerely, 

R3A Architecture 

 

Christopher T. Gruendl, AIA  
Associate Principal 

http://www.r3a.com/
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This project is a renovation of a 1915 Ford Motor plant 
and its conversion into research spaces for the University 
of Pittsburgh. As part of the development, the project is 
proposing several property line encroachments.

On the north side of the property, in order to maintain 
the historical entry to the 1915 structure, the project is 
proposing egress doors swing outward over the property 
line. Historically these doors had inward swinging doors. In 
order to meet current life safety requirements these doors 
are being modified to swing outward, while maintaining 
their historical character. The new entry at the northeast 
corner is intended to match this same character and would 
also egress over the property line.  New canopies at these 
locations will align with historical conditions, and are 
proposed a these two locations. These will also encroach 
over property line.  This project has been registered with the 
National Park Service. These proposed modifications have 
been reviewed by the PA SHPO as well as the NPS and been 
approved. These modifications have also been reviewed 
with PA L&I and approved conditional based on City of 
Pittsburgh approval.

This project includes a substantial addition to the historic 
renovation of the Ford Building. On the south side of the 
building, the project is proposing a canopy at a retail 
location that extends over the property line on Centre Ave.

1 2

3
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CITY OF PITTSBURGH 

William Peduto, Mayor                                        Karina Ricks, Director 
 

Department of Mobility and Infrastructure 

 
 

 

Application for an Encroachment on City Dedicated Right-Of-Way 
 

 
Date____________________________ 

Applicant Name______________________________________________ 

Property Owner’s Name (if different from Applicant)_____________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:________________  Alternate Phone Number:________________ 

Location of Proposed Encroachment: __________________________________________ 

Ward: __________ Council District: __________Lot and Block _____________________  

What is the properties zoning district code?______________________ (zoning office 255-2241) 

Is the existing right-of-way, a street or a sidewalk? _____________________ 

Width of Existing Right-of-Way (sidewalk or street): __________ (Before encroachment) 

Length of Existing Right-of-Way (sidewalk or street): _________ (Before encroachment) 

Width of Proposed Encroachment: __________ 

Length of Proposed Encroachment: _________ 

Number of feet the proposed object will encroach into the ROW:______________ 

Reason for application:__________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

***PLEASE ATTACH ALL ADDITIONAL INFORMATION*** 
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December 16, 2020 

 

Karina Ricks 
Director 
Department of Mobility & Infrastructure 
611 Second Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA  15219 
 
Re: Encroachment Permit Request at 5051 Centre Ave 
 
 
Dear Karina, 
 
This encroachment permit request is regarding the University of Pittsburgh’s new facility at 5051 Centre Ave.  The new 
facility includes a renovation of the historic Ford Assembly Plant located at the corner of Baum Blvd and Morewood 
Ave.  The existing Ford building is located directly adjacent to the property line along both Baum and Morewood.   
 
As part of the historic renovation, the existing historic doors at 5008 & 5034 Baum originally opened into the building.  
The PA State UCC Building Code requires that these doors open out for life safety egress purposes.  The PA State 
Historic Preservation Office has requested that these doors remain in their current location and not be recessed into 
the building.  As result, the doors will swing across the property line over the sidewalk in the right-of-way.   
 
A related encroachment permit (DOMI-EN-2020-01818) has been filed to replace the original historic Baum Blvd 
canopies.  The canopies provide an important visual marker of the door locations for pedestrians.    
 
We appreciate your consideration of these encroachment requests and feel these improvements will greatly enhance 
the pedestrian experience along the Baum-Centre corridor.   
 

Sincerely, 

R3A Architecture 

 

Christopher T. Gruendl, AIA  
Associate Principal 

http://www.r3a.com/
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INDICATED.  NOTWITHSTANDING ANY REQUIREMENT, TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS
CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS,
EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES. LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.

$

$

$

$PROPERTY DAMAGE

BODILY INJURY (Per accident)

BODILY INJURY (Per person)

COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT

AUTOS ONLY

AUTOSAUTOS ONLY
NON-OWNED

SCHEDULEDOWNED

ANY AUTO

AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY

Y / N

WORKERS COMPENSATION
AND EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY

OFFICER/MEMBER EXCLUDED?
(Mandatory in NH)

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS below
If yes, describe under

ANY PROPRIETOR/PARTNER/EXECUTIVE

$

$

$

E.L. DISEASE - POLICY LIMIT

E.L. DISEASE - EA EMPLOYEE

E.L. EACH ACCIDENT

ER
OTH-

STATUTE
PER

LIMITS(MM/DD/YYYY)
POLICY EXP

(MM/DD/YYYY)
POLICY EFF

POLICY NUMBERTYPE OF INSURANCELTR
INSR

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS / LOCATIONS / VEHICLES  (ACORD 101, Additional Remarks Schedule, may be attached if more space is required)

EXCESS LIAB

UMBRELLA LIAB $EACH OCCURRENCE

$AGGREGATE

$

OCCUR

CLAIMS-MADE

DED RETENTION $

$PRODUCTS - COMP/OP AGG

$GENERAL AGGREGATE

$PERSONAL & ADV INJURY

$MED EXP (Any one person)

$EACH OCCURRENCE
DAMAGE TO RENTED

$PREMISES (Ea occurrence)

COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY

CLAIMS-MADE OCCUR

GEN'L AGGREGATE LIMIT APPLIES PER:

POLICY
PRO-
JECT LOC

CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE
DATE (MM/DD/YYYY)

CANCELLATION

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

ACORD 25 (2016/03)

© 1988-2016 ACORD CORPORATION.  All rights reserved.

CERTIFICATE HOLDER

The ACORD name and logo are registered marks of ACORD

HIRED
AUTOS ONLY

Willis Towers Watson Midwest, Inc.
c/o 26 Century Blvd
P.O. Box 305191
Nashville, TN   372305191  USA

5051 Centre Condominium Association
353 North Clark Street, Suite 3300
Chicago, IL 60654

The City of Pittsburgh Department of Mobility and Infrastructure is included as an Additional Insured as respects to
General Liability.

The City of Pittsburgh Department of Mobility
and Infrastructure
414 Grant St
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

07/22/2020

1-877-945-7378 1-888-467-2378

certificates@willis.com

Evanston Insurance Company 35378

W17329323

A

1,000,000

100,000

5,000

1,000,000

2,000,000

2,000,000

Y MKLV1PBC000350 05/24/2019 05/24/2021

175552619894456SR ID: BATCH:

Willis Towers Watson Certificate Center
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CITY OF PITTSBUR GH 

DEPARTMENT OF MOBILITY & INFRASTRUCTURE 
CITY-COUN TY BUILDING 

414 GRANT STREET | CITY-COUNTY BUILDING, THIRD FLOOR | 412-255-8850 

WILLIAM PEDUTO 
MAYOR 

KARINA RICKS 
DIRECTOR 

 

Memo 
  
TO: 
 

Sarah Kinter, Licensing Director 
Margaret Lanier, Director 
Anthony Bilan, Assistant City 
Solicitor 
 

DEPARTMENTS: Permits, Licenses and Inspections 
Finance 
Law 

FROM: 
 

Karina Ricks 
Director 
 

  

DATE: 
 

January 22, 2021 

SUBJECT: ENCROACHMENT PERMIT FOR  
5051 CENTRE AVENUE 
(3) ENTRANCE CANOPIES 

 
 
We have a request for an encroachment permit at 5051 Centre Avenue, in the 8th Ward, 7th Council District, as shown 
on the attached plan.  A copy of the request is also attached.  
 
University of Pittsburgh, is proposing improvements to install (3) new entrance canopies that will project into the right 
of way.  Kindly let us know if you have objection to this request. 
 
KR/JM 
 
Attachments 
 
cc: Jeff Skalican 

 
 



 
 

CITY OF PITTSBUR GH 

DEPARTMENT OF MOBILITY & INFRASTRUCTURE 
CITY-COUNTY BUILDING 

 

414 GRANT STREET | CITY-COUNTY BUILDING, THIRD FLOOR | 412-255-8850 
  

WILLIAM 

PEDUTO 
 

KARINA RICKS 
DIRECTOR 

 
 

 January 30, 2021 
 
 
  
President and Members 
City Council 
City of Pittsburgh 
 
 
                                                                                             RE: 5051 CENTRE AVENUE 
                                                                                                 ENCROACHMENT 

 
 
Dear President and Members of City Council: 

 
 
    We have a request for an encroachment permit at 5051 Centre Avenue, in the 8th Ward, 7th 
Council District, as shown on the attached plan.  The zoning in this area is EMI.  A copy of the 
request is also attached.  
 
University of Pittsburgh, is proposing improvements to install (3) new entrance canopies that 
will project into the right of way.  One canopy to be placed on Centre Ave, two canopies to be 
placed on Baum Blvd. 
 
 
Your favorable approval of this proposed Resolution is hereby recommended. 
 
   
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
                  Karina Ricks 
                  Director 
 
KR:JM 
Attachments 
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