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Fiscal Impact Statement
Updated 1/29/2020 to satisfy City Code §219.07

	Department
	Ethics

	Preparer
	Leanne Davis, Executive Manager
	Standing Committee Representative
	Leanne Davis, Executive Manager
	Type of Legislation
	Ordinance


Description of Legislation
Description:

The proposed legislation adds three new sections and one new definition, with no changes to existing campaign finance regulations. The first two added sections, §§ 198.05(3) and (4), and definition, §198.01 “Independent Expenditure,” are nearly verbatim to existing state campaign finance law on independent expenditures and political committee spending, yet modified to close a loophole which currently allows some types of targeted advertising to go unreported. The third addition, § 198.05(5), increases accountability by authorizing audits. 

Purpose/Benefits:
Campaign finance disclosures are a component of a healthy democracy.

This legislation would improve transparency as to the amount and source of non-candidate political spending in municipal races, including whether such funding source is local to Pittsburgh, paid for by “dark money” groups, or otherwise backed by particular special interests. 

Candidates should be able to identify and respond to any person or group making an attack ad against them. By requiring independent expenditures to be disclosed, the interests behind a particular advertisement or political expenditure is more transparent.

It is also essential for constituents to be able to know which groups are paying for political ads for candidates, ballot-initiatives, or the increasing trend of mailers threatening to disclose their voting record to named neighbors.

These proposals to capture additional types of campaign spending will serve to foster integrity and greater public trust in government – building blocks toward greater civic engagement and ensuring that the policies and operations of City government serve all who choose to call Pittsburgh their home. 


	Total Cost
	$ 0

	Frequency of Expenditure
	☐ One-Time
	☐ Multi-Year

	Funding Source
	☐ Operating
	☐ Capital
	☐ Grant
	☐ Trust Fund

	Is this item budgeted?
	☐ Yes
	☐ No



JDE Account Information
Not applicable

Additional Operational Costs
Some extra staff time

Impact on City Revenue
There is potential for City revenue from assessed fines due to noncompliance. 




If the resolution authorizes a professional services contract, complete this page:

	Method of Procurement
Select one.
	☐ RFP
	☐ Signed Waiver from OMB
	☐ Amendment to Existing Contract
Do not fill out the rest of the form.



Name of Vendor and Award Justification
List the name of the awarded vendor and its qualifications.

Other Respondents
List the other respondents. If there were none, clearly state that.

Selection Criteria
Describe the selection or scoring criteria.

Selection Committee Representation
List the department(s) or bureau(s) represented on the committee. Do not list individual names.

Waiver Justification
If a waiver was granted, explain the justification.

EORC Synopsis
Insert synopsis that was presented.

	Date Presented at EORC:   Insert date.
	☐ Approved
	☐ Not Approved



Per §219.07 of the City Code, you must include an electronic copy of the solicitation or your signed waiver with your submission to the Office of Management and Budget.

Attachments
· Please attach any additional documents and/or exhibits.
