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3800-FM-BPNPSM0355    11/2012 
 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

 BUREAU OF POINT AND NON-POINT SOURCE MANAGEMENT 

 

TRANSMITTAL LETTER 

FOR SEWAGE FACILITIES PLANNING MODULE 
 

DEP USE ONLY 

DEP CODE # 

      

 

APS ID # 

      

CLIENT ID # 

      

SITE ID # 

      

AUTH. ID # 

      

 
TO:  Approving Agency (DEP or delegated local agency) Date        

PA DEP Southwest Regional Office 
400 Waterfront Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222-4745  

 
Dear Sir: 
 
 Attached please find a completed Sewage Facilities Planning Module prepared by         
   (Name) 
Langan Engineering and Environmental Services, Inc.    for Commonwealth Building  
 (Title)  (Name) 
a subdivision, commercial ,or industrial facility located in the City of Pittsburgh  
 
Allegheny      County. 
 (City, Borough, Township) 
Check one 
   (i) The Planning Module, as prepared and submitted by the applicant, is approved by the municipality as a 

proposed  revision  supplement for new land development to its “Official Sewage Facilities Plan”, and is  
 adopted for submission to the Department of Environmental Protection  transmitted to the delegated local 

agency for approval in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 71 and the Sewage Facilities Act, OR 

   (ii) The Planning Module will not be approved by the municipality as a proposed revision or supplement for new 
land development to its “Official Sewage Facilities Plan” because the project described therein is unacceptable 
for the reason(s) checked below. 

Check Boxes 

 Additional studies are being performed by or on behalf of this municipality which may have an effect on the 
Planning Module as prepared and submitted by the applicant.  Attached hereto is the scope of services to 
be performed and the time schedule for completion of said studies. 

 The Planning Module as submitted by the applicant fails to meet limitations imposed by other laws or 
ordinances, officially adopted comprehensive plans and/or environmental plans (e.g., zoning, land use, 
Chapter 71).  Specific reference or applicable segments of such laws or plans are attached hereto. 

 Other (attach additional sheet giving specifics) 

Municipal Secretary:  Indicate below by checking appropriate boxes which components are being transmitted to the 
Approving Agency. 
 

  Resolution of Adoption  3. Sewage Collection/Treatment 
Facilities 

 4.A. Municipal Planning Agency 
Review 

 2. Individual and Community Onlot 
Disposal of Sewage 

 3s Small Flow Treatment Facilities  4.B. County Planning Agency Review 

 2m. Sewage Management Program   4.C. County or Joint Health Department 
Review 

 
 
            
 Municipal Secretary (print) Signature Date 
 

Note:  Please remove and recycle the Instructions portion of the Sewage Facilities Planning Module prior to mailing the 
appropriate completed components and supporting documents to the approving agency. 



CORRESPONDENCE 

  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 August 28, 2018 

 

Michelle Carney 

The Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority 

Penn Liberty Plaza – 1200 Penn Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA  15222 

 

 

 
Dear Michelle: 

 

This letter serves as a request for written verification of available water and sewer service to 

determine the feasibility of a residential conversion of the existing Commonwealth Building 

located within the Golden Triangle district in the City of Pittsburgh.  The site is located at 316 

Fourth Avenue. Please see attachment for the USGS Site Location Map. 

The existing building has 20 stories plus a penthouse with a total GSF around 126,000 to 

130,000 square feet. The proposed improvements will include ground floor retail or restaurant 

with lobby space. The 2nd and 3rd floors will be a mmix of amenity space and apartments. It is 

anticipated that there will be 150 apartments created. 

We would like to confirm that sewer and water service is available for use at the site. Please 

reply by returning a copy of the form along with known Facility Mapping that would help us in 

this endeavor. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

 

Please contact me at (724) 514-5125 or by email at bhunter@langan.com if you should have any 

questions or need any additional information to review the submission. 

 

Sincerely, 

Langan Engineering and Environmental Services, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

Benjamin Hunter, PE, LEED AP 

Senior Project Manager 
 

Enclosures: Water and Sewer Availability Letter Request Form 

  Site Location Map  
 
 

Re:

  

Water and Sewer Availability Request 

Commonwealth Building 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania  

Langan Project No.: 250063301 

mailto:bhunter@langan.com


 PITTSBURGH WATER AND SEWER AUTHORITY 

Disclaimer:  The information provided by PWSA does not guarantee capacity of the PWSA-owned water and/or sewer lines to satisfy the needs of the 
proposed development.  The permit application process required by PWSA evaluates the water demand and sewer flows of the development, as 
provided by the Applicant, and renders a decision on the capacity of the PWSA facilities. 
  Form Revised January 2017 

  

WATER AND SEWER AVAILABILITY LETTER 
REQUEST FORM 

 

All persons planning to perform construction, demolition, or renovation work that will involve water and/or sewer services are 
recommended to complete this form and submit to PWSA.  PWSA will review the request and reply to indicate if PWSA-owned water 
and/or sewer utilities are present at the site of the proposed work. 

This request form is required for all of the following types of development.  (Please note that the term “sewer” refers to sanitary 
sewers, combined sewers, and storm sewers.) 

1. New water and/or sewer tap(s) for all approved/recorded subdivisions. 

2. Change of Use and/or increase in water and/or sewer flows for residential development(s), commercial, industrial and 
institutional developments (i.e. total project sanitary flow is greater than 799 gallons per day). 

3. New water and/or sewer tap(s) for all residential, commercial, industrial, and institutional developments. 
Information to be submitted by the Applicant: 

Property Owner Name:  

Address of Property:  

Proposed Use of Site:  

Closest street intersection to the property:  

 

Requestor Name:  Date of Request:  

Requestor Address:  

Requestor Phone Number:  

Please submit the completed form to: Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority 
 Engineering and Construction Division 
 1200 Penn Avenue 
 Pittsburgh, PA 15222  
 Attn:  Ms. Michelle Carney   (mcarney@pgh2o.com) 

PWSA Use Only: 
    

PWSA Water Service Available:   Yes   No 
Water  

Size / Location: 
 

  
    

PWSA Sewer Service Available:   Yes   No 
Sewer 

Size / Location:   
    
Applicant must contact separate agency for water and/or sewer service:   Yes        No 

Name of separate agency:   
  

PWSA Approval Authority: 
Signature and 
Date   

 Name (printed)   

 Title   
  

 

JON KNUDSEN

316 FOURTH AVENUE, PITTSBURGH, PA 15222

MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT

WOOD ST. AND FOURTH AVE.

BENJAMIN HUNTER (LANGAN) 08/30/2018

2400 ANSYS DRIVE, CANONSBURG, PA 15317

724-514-5125



APPROXIMATE SITE 
LOCATION 















 

February 27, 2019 
 
Mr. Benjamin Hunter 
Langan Engineering and Environmental Services, Inc. 
2400 Ansys Dr., Suite 403 
Canonsburg, PA  15317 
 
RE:  Commonwealth Building 
  316 Fourth Avenue - 15222 
  PWSA Water and Sewer Use Application 
 
 
Dear Mr. Hunter: 
 
The Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority (PWSA) is in receipt of the submittal for the above 
referenced project. 
 
PWSA agrees with your proposed new flows and has approved the “PWSA Water and Sewer Use 
Application”.   
   
Please contact Tom Flanagan at (412) 442-4047 to obtain the correct DEP Sewage Facilities 
Planning Module (SFPM) form(s) to complete.  You must submit the DEP SFPM completed with 
PA Professional Engineer sealed calculations to PWSA for review and approval.  After PWSA and 
ALCOSAN approve the DEP SFPM you will need to contact the City Law Department to prepare 
the SFPM Resolution to be approved by City Council.  The approved Resolution will need to then 
be submitted with the completed DEP Sewage Facilities Planning Module to DEP for final review 
and approval. 
 
Be advised PWSA is not permitted to approve the final water and sewer tap in plans nor issue 
PWSA permits without the DEP SFPM approved. 
 
Refer to the comments listed below as you move forward: 
 

1. A “Water and Sewer Availability Request Form” needs to be submitted.  This form should 
normally be submitted prior-to/with the Water and Sewer Use Application. 

 
2. Per Section 2.4 (p. 2-10) of the PWSA Developer’s Manual, Plumbing floor plans need to 

be provided. 
 

3. Question 23 of the “Technical Checklist for Water Tap-in Drawings” asks about contact 
with the city regarding fire protection.  Will the change in use of the building change the 
required fire flow requirements? 
 

4. Page 3 of 4 of the project narrative has a footnote “6” referenced in the title of Table 2.  I 
was unable to locate the explanation of said footnote elsewhere in the document.  Please 
provide details clearly or remove if unnecessary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (412) 255-8800 x 5512. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Brett McAllister 
Associate Project Manager 
 
BRM 
 
 
cc: PWSA File 
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Commonwealth Building

316 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222

X

1-H-330  (1st Ward)

44 Homestead Ave.

Pitt Commonwealth Owner, LLC

Ben Hunter Langan Engineering

Bhunter@langan.com724-514-5125
2400 Ansys Drive, Suite 403, Canonsburg, PA 15317

412-518-0858

10/17/2018

X 22,650 22,650

4,362 4,362 1.22

0.18

Justin Shaw

1 sanitary, 1 storm
Fourth Avenue

Monongahela River
Allegheny County Sanitary Authority (ALCOSAN)

27,012 27,012Total

Stamford, CT 06902
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PROJECT NARRATIVE 

 

Existing Conditions 

The project site is located at 316 Fourth Avenue in the 1st Ward of the City of Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. The project site consists of the City of Pittsburgh parcel 

number 1-H-330, having a total area of 0.19 acres. The project site is generally bound by Fourth 

Avenue to the north, a 13-story existing brick building The Pittsburgh Tech Center Bunker to the 

east, two existing brick buildings and a vacant lot to the south, and a 21-story existing brick 

building The Union Bank Building to the west. It is located in the Golden Triangle A (GT-A) 

District. The site currently consists of a 20-story brick office building known as The 

Commonwealth Building. 

Proposed Development 

Pitt Commonwealth Owner, LLC is proposing to renovate the existing Commonwealth Building. 

The project consists of a residential conversion of existing office space in the Commonwealth 

Building. The proposed improvements will include ground floor retail or residential with lobby 

space and 2nd and 3rd floor amenity space and apartments. It is anticipated that the existing curb 

will remain and be reused and all existing dry utilities for the building will remain and provide 

adequate service for the proposed improvements.  

 

Sewer and Water Use 

The existing project site contains a 20-story brick building. The existing site has estimated 

combined daily sanitary sewage flow of 12,809 gallons per day, or 42.70 EDUs (see Table 1). 

Following the proposed renovation, the building will have an estimated combined daily sanitary 

sewage flow of 27,012 gallons per day, or 90.04 EDUs (see Table 2). The proposed increase in 

combined daily sanitary sewage flow as a result of the proposed improvements is 14,203 

gallons per day, or 47.34 EDUs. 

 

The existing sanitary service for the project site is provided via a combined gravity lateral that 

connects to the existing 36-inch PWSA combination sewer in Fourth Avenue. This service will 

be terminated. 

 

The proposed sanitary services for the project site will be provided via a 10-inch private sanitary 

gravity lateral located in Fourth Ave. The 10-inch lateral in Fourth Ave. will connect into the 

existing 36-inch PWSA combined sewer, north of the Commonwealth Building. 

 

The existing storm sewer service for the project site is provided via a combined gravity lateral 

that conveys stormwater to the existing 36-inch PWSA combination sewer in Fourth Avenue.  

  

The proposed storm sewer service for the project site will be provided via a 10-inch private 

gravity storm sewer lateral. The proposed storm lateral will convey stormwater to the existing 

36-inch PWSA combined sewer in Fourth Ave.  
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The total area of disturbance for the development will be less than 10,000 square feet; 

therefore, per Section 1003.04.C of the City of Pittsburgh Code, the project is exempt from 

stormwater management regulations. 

 

Using the rational method based on the 25-year storm, the stormwater discharge rate for the 

existing site conditions is 1.22 cubic feet per second, and the stormwater discharge rate for the 

proposed site conditions will also be 1.22 cubic feet per second, as the site conditions are 

remaining the same. 

 

PWSA records indicate that the existing water service for the project site is provided by two 

existing water laterals. One 4-inch and one 6-inch lateral that both connect into the existing 12-

inch PWSA water main in Fourth Avenue. There is also a possible 1.5-inch existing water 

service that may connect to the existing 12-inch PWSA water main in Third Ave. The existing 

water consumption is estimated to be the same as the existing combined daily sanitary sewage 

flow, 12,809 gallons per day, or 42.70 EDUs. The existing water lines to the building will be 

terminated. 

 

Water service to the site will be provided via two proposed private water laterals. The fire 

service is provided via an 8-inch water lateral that connects to the existing 12-inch PWSA main 

in Fourth Ave. The domestic water services for the site will be provided via a proposed 6-inch 

water lateral that connects into the existing 12-inch PWSA water line in Fourth Avenue. 

 

The proposed water demand is 27,012 gallons per day, or 90.04 EDUs; therefore, the proposed 

increase in water demand as a result of the proposed improvements is 14,203 gallons per day, 

or 47.34 EDUs. 

 

TABLE 1:  EXISTING PWSA SANITARY SEWAGE FLOW ESTIMATION 

EXISTING SEWAGE FLOW ESTIMATION 

Unit Description Number of Units 

Anticipated 

Average 

Rate 

(GPD/Units)1 

Anticipated 

Average Sewage 

Flow (GPD) 

Office 1273 10 12,730 

HVAC Condensate - - 79 

Proposed GPD =  12,809 

Proposed EDUs2 = 42.70 

1 – Rate is based on the flow estimate defined in Table 2-1 of the PWS Procedures Manual for Developers.  

2 – EDUs are based on 300 GPD/EDU. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Project Narrative 

Commonwealth Building 

City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania 

Langan Project No.: 250063301 

Page 3 of 4 

 

 

TABLE 2:  PROPOSED PWSA SANITARY SEWAGE FLOW ESTIMATION 

PROPOSED SEWAGE FLOW ESTIMATION 

Unit Description 
Number 

of Units 

Anticipated 

Average 

Rate 

(GPD/Units)1 

Anticipated 

Average Sewage 

Flow (GPD) 

Apartment: 1 Bedroom 129 150 19,350 

Apartment: 2 Bedroom 11 300 3,300 

Office (per employee) 8 10 80 

Restaurants (toilet and 

kitchen wastes per patron) 
423 10 4,230 

HVAC Condensate - - 52 

Proposed GPD =  27,012 

Proposed EDUs2 = 90.04 

1 – Rate is based on the flow estimate defined in Table 2-1 of the PWSA Procedures Manual for Developers.  

2 – EDUs are based on 300 GPD/EDU. 

  

Proposed Sanitary Flows 

Flow Comparison 

The additional sanitary flow contribution from the proposed improvements relative to the 

capacity of the existing 36-inch combined sewer in Fourth Avenue is provided in Appendix A. 

The 36-inch combined sewer in Fourth Avenue has sufficient capacity for the proposed 

improvements. 

 

Proposed Sanitary Pipe Capacity 

 

The verification of adequate pipe capacity for the proposed sanitary flows is based on 

Manning’s equation, as summarized in Appendix A.  

 

Proposed Stormwater Pipe Capacity 

Stormwater discharge rates for the existing and proposed development are based on the 

Rational Method described within the PWSA Procedures Manual for Developers. The proposed 

renovations will not result in any increased impervious areas so the pre-development and post-

development 25-year storm discharge rates are the same. Both the existing and proposed site 

conditions have a 25-year storm peak discharge of 1.22 cubic feet per second. Refer to Table 4 

and 5 for summarized results using the Rational Method. Stormwater runoff from the site will 

discharge into the existing 36-inch PWSA combined sewer in Fourth Avenue (see Drawing GI-

102 for combined sewer location).  

 

Rational Method 

This study was prepared using methods contained in the PWSA Procedures Manual for 
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Developers. The Rational Method was used to estimate the maximum rate of runoff (Q) from 

the site for a 25-year design storm.  

 

The Rational Method for calculating the quantity of stormwater is defined by the following 

equation:  

EQUATION 1: RATIONAL METHOD 

 

𝑄 = 𝐶𝐼𝐴 

 
*PWSA Procedures Manual for Developers - 

PWSA Basic Information for Calculation of 

Stormwater Flow Using the Rational Method - 

Publication Version 6 - Issued 04/15. 

 

The value for the average rainfall intensity (I) was taken from the NOAA Atlas 14 for the 25-

year, 5-minute storm event. Values for area (A), time of concentration (Tc), and coefficient of 

runoff (C) were entered for the existing and proposed watersheds. An average C was chosen 

based on the percentage of each type of land cover using the following coefficients: 

 

 

TABLE 3:  RUNOFF COEFFICIENT VALUES 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Values from the PWSA Procedures Manual for 

Developers – Table 2-2 Values for the Coefficient of 

Runoff - Publication Version 6 - Issued 01/18. 

 

The peak stormwater runoff rates using the rational method are summarized in Table 4. 

 

TABLE 4:  SUMMARY OF EXISTING STORMWATER PEAK DISCHARGES RATES 

 

LAND COVER 

DRAINAGE 

AREA 

(SF) 

DRAINAGE 

AREA 

(AC) 

INTENSITY 

(IN/HR) 

RUNOFF 

COEFFICIENT 

"C" 

PEAK 

FLOW 

(CFS) 

Impervious Area 7,956 0.18 7.13 0.95 1.22 

SITE RUNOFF 1.22 
 

TABLE 5:  SUMMARY OF PROPOSED STORMWATER PEAK DISCHARGES RATES 

 

LAND COVER 

DRAINAGE 

AREA 

(SF) 

DRAINAGE 

AREA 

(AC) 

INTENSITY 

(IN/HR) 

RUNOFF 

COEFFICIENT 

"C" 

PEAK 

FLOW 

(CFS) 

Impervious Area 7,956 0.18 7.13 0.95 1.22 

SITE RUNOFF 1.22 

 

LAND COVER C 

Impervious Area (Building, hardscape) 0.95 

Improved Surface (concrete, asphalt, 

brick, surface treated) 

0.95 
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BUS_EST:320345-1 026558-149516 

Resolution No. __________________ 

 

CITY OF PITTSBURGH 

 

Introduced:        Bill No:   

 

Committee:  Intergovernmental Affairs Committee Status:   

 

Sponsored by:   

 

Resolution adopting Plan Revision to the City of Pittsburgh’s Official Sewage Facilities Plan for 

The Commonwealth Building, 316 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222.  

 

WHEREAS, SECTION 5 of the Act of January 24, 1966, P.L. 1535, No. 537, known as the 

"Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities Act," as amended, and the rules and regulations of the 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (the “Department”) adopted thereunder, 

Chapter 71 of Title 25 of the Pennsylvania Code, requires the City of Pittsburgh to adopt an 

Official Sewage Facilities Plan (the “Official Plan”) providing for sewage services adequate to 

prevent contamination of waters of the Commonwealth and/or environmental health hazards 

from sewage wastes, and to revise said plan whenever it is necessary to determine whether a 

proposed method of sewage disposal for a new development conforms to a comprehensive 

program of pollution control and water quality management; and 

 

WHEREAS, Pitt Commonwealth Owner, LLC has proposed the development of a certain parcel 

of land 316 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222, Allegheny County, at lot and block 1-H-330, 

in the 1st Ward of the City of Pittsburgh and described in the attached Sewage Facilities 

Planning Module (the "Planning Module") for land development and proposes that project be 

served by a sewer tap-in to the City of Pittsburgh sewage systems; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Pittsburgh Water Sewer Authority, the Allegheny County Sanitary Authority, 

the City of Pittsburgh Planning Department and the Allegheny County Health Department have 

reviewed the respective components of the attached Planning Module in regard to each 

authority/department’s expertise and have approved the respective components as explained in 

the attached Planning Module.   

 

WHEREAS, based upon the approval of the above authorities and departments, the City of 

Pittsburgh finds that the project described in the attached Planning Module for land development 

conforms to applicable zoning, subdivision, other municipal ordinances and plans, and to a 

comprehensive program of pollution control and water quality management. 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PITTSBURGH AS 

FOLLOWS: 



BUS_EST:320345-1 026558-149516 

 

SECTION 1. The City of Pittsburgh hereby adopts and submits to the Department of 

Environmental Protection for its approval as a Plan Revision to the City of Pittsburgh’s Official 

Sewage Facilities Plan, the above-referenced Planning Module for land development, which is 

attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

 

Said Planning Module includes the proposed Commonwealth Building, 316 Fourth Avenue, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15222, Allegheny County, at lot and block 1-H-330, in the 1st Ward of the City 

of Pittsburgh. 

 

Finally, that any Ordinance or Resolution or part thereof conflicting with the provisions of this 

Resolution, is hereby repealed so far as the same affects this Resolution. 

 

Effective Date: ________________ 

 

Passed in Council:  _____________ 

 

Approved: __________________ 

 

Recorded in R.B. ___ page ______ in City Clerk's Office. 
 
 
 
 



Summary of Proposed Legislation 
 

Bill # / Title Sewage Facilities Planning Module – Commonwealth Building 

Department:   Law Department 

Contact Person: Benjamin Smith – (412) 255-2014 

 
Ordinance  Contract 

Authorization 

Capital Budget 

Amendment 

Capital 

Encumbrance 

Proclamation Other 

     X 

 

DESCRIPTION/PURPOSE: 

 

Pitt Commonwealth Owner, LLC has proposed the development of a certain parcel of 

land identified the Commonwealth Building 316 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222, 

Allegheny County at 1-H-330, in the First Ward of the City of Pittsburgh and described 

in the attached Sewage Facilities Planning Module (the "Planning Module") for land 

development and proposes that project be served by a sewer tap-in to the City of 

Pittsburgh sewage systems; and 

 

The City of Pittsburgh must adopt and submit to the Department of Environmental 

Protection for its approval, as a Plan Revision to the City of Pittsburgh’s Official Sewage 

Facilities Plan, the Planning Module for land development. 

 

HISTORY: 

 
SECTION 5 of the Act of January 24, 1966, P.L. 1535, No. 537, known as the "Pennsylvania 

Sewage Facilities Act," as amended, and the rules and regulations of the Pennsylvania 

Department of Environmental Protection (the “Department”) adopted thereunder, Chapter 71 

of Title 25 of the Pennsylvania Code, requires the City of Pittsburgh to adopt an Official 

Sewage Facilities Plan (the “Official Plan”) providing for sewage services adequate to 

prevent contamination of waters of the Commonwealth and/or environmental health hazards 

from sewage wastes, and to revise said plan whenever it is necessary to determine whether a 

proposed method of sewage disposal for a new development conforms to a comprehensive 

program of pollution control and water quality management. 

 

The Pittsburgh Water Sewer Authority, the Allegheny County Sanitary Authority, the 

City of Pittsburgh Planning Department and the Allegheny County Health Department 

have reviewed the respective components of the Planning Module in regard to each 

authority/department’s expertise and have approved the respective components as 

explained in the Planning Module.   

 

Based upon the approval of the above authorities and departments, the Planning Module 

for land development conforms to applicable zoning, subdivision, other municipal 

ordinances and plans, and to a comprehensive program of pollution control and water 

quality management. 

 



 

BUDGETARY IMPACT: 

N/A 

ATTACHMENTS AND/OR EXHIBITS: 

Attach additional information such as maps, pictures, spreadsheets, studies, correspondence or 

any other supporting documents for this legislation. 



 

Seven Priorities of the Joint Council-

Mayor Proclamation 

 
 

1. Identify operational efficiencies through shared 

or consolidated services. 

 

2. Reduce the legacy costs associated with 

Pittsburgh’s city government for future 

generations. 

 

3. Guarantee excellence in service and equity of 

provision through performance measures and 

standards. 

 

4. Increase access to, pride of and confidence in 

all city services by ensuring equity in the 

provision of those services to all Pittsburghers. 

 

5. Improve the quality of life for future generations 

by identifying current land use opportunities 

and challenges facing the City of Pittsburgh. 

 

6. Reduce the impact on the environment of 

Pittsburgh city government’s operations and 

services. 

 

7. Ensure the ethical operation of the offices of the 

Mayor and City Council. 

 



 

 

City of Pittsburgh 

Sewer Facilities Planning Module Questionnaire 

 

PROJECT NAME: Commonwealth Building 

 

1) What was the previous permitted use for this property? 

 Commercial, office building 

2) What is the proposed use for the property? 

Mixed use, retail and residential  

3) How is green stormwater mitigation being integrated into the proposed project? 

The proposed stormwater management system includes inlets and underground 

stormwater laterals for conveyance. The proposed site improvements will create less than 

10,000 square feet of disturbance, and therefore is exempt from implementing a 

stormwater management plan. 

4) Will the development result in a net positive or net negative change in stormwater flow? 

After the implementation of the proposed stormwater management system, the 

development will result in a net neutral change in stormwater flow.  



APPENDIX C 
Component 3, Narrative Description of 

Project, Supporting Documentation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3800-FM-BPNPSM0353    Rev. 2/2015 

Form 
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

BUREAU OF POINT AND NON-POINT SOURCE MANAGEMENT 

 

SEWAGE FACILITIES PLANNING MODULE 

Component 3.  Sewage Collection and Treatment Facilities 
(Return completed module package to appropriate municipality) 

DEP USE ONLY 

DEP CODE # 
      

CLIENT ID # 

      

SITE ID # 

      

APS ID # 

      

AUTH ID # 

      

This planning module component is used to fulfill the planning requirements of Act 537 for the following types of projects:  
(1) a subdivision to be served by sewage collection, conveyance or treatment facilities, (2) a tap-in to an existing collection 
system with flows on a lot of 2 EDU’s or more, or (3) the construction of, or modification to, wastewater collection, 
conveyance or treatment facilities that will require DEP to issue or modify a Clean Streams Law permit.  Planning for any 
project that will require DEP to issue or modify a permit cannot be processed by a delegated agency.  Delegated agencies 
must send their projects to DEP for final planning approval. 
 
This component, along with any other documents specified in the cover letter, must be completed and submitted to the 
municipality with jurisdiction over the project site for review and approval.  All required documentation must be attached for 
the Sewage Facilities Planning Module to be complete.  Refer to the instructions for help in completing this component. 
 

REVIEW FEES:  Amendments to the Sewage Facilities Act established fees to be paid by the developer for review of 

planning modules for land development.  These fees may vary depending on the approving agency for 

the project (DEP or delegated local agency).  Please see section R and the instructions for more 

information on these fees. 
 
NOTE: All projects must complete Sections A through I, and Sections O through R.  Complete Sections J, K, L, M and/or 

N if applicable or marked  . 

A. PROJECT INFORMATION (See Section A of instructions) 

1. Project Name  Commonwealth Building 

2. Brief Project Description   Pitt Commonwealth Owner, LLC is proposing to renovate the existing Commonwealth 
Building. The project consists of a residential conversion of existing office space. The proposed improvements will 
include ground floor retail or residential with lobby space and 2nd and 3rd floor amenity space and apartments. It is 
anticipated that the existing curb will remain and be reused and all existing dry utilities for the building will remain and 
provide adequate service for the proposed improvements. Existing storm, sanitary, and water service to the building 
will be terminated and replaced with proposed laterals. Storm and sanitary laterals will extend from the building and 
connect into the PWSA 24-in combination sewer in Fourth Ave (North of the site) in order to provide adequate service 
for the proposed improvements. Proposed water service to the site will be provided via an 8-inch fire water service line 
and a 6-inch domestic water service line that will connect from the building to the PWSA main located north of the site 
in Fourth Avenue.   

B. CLIENT (MUNICIPALITY) INFORMATION (See Section B of instructions) 

Municipality Name County City Boro Twp 

City of Pittsburgh Allegheny    

Municipality Contact Individual - Last Name First Name MI Suffix Title  

King Barry   Director of Engineering  

Additional Individual Last Name First Name MI Suffix Title 

Smuts Matthew C  Associate Project 
Manager 

Municipality Mailing Address Line 1 Mailing Address Line 2 

Code No. 
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Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority (PWSA) Penn Liberty Plaza I, 1200 Penn Avenue  

Address Last Line -- City State ZIP+4 

Pittsburgh PA 15222 

Area Code + Phone + Ext. FAX (optional) Email (optional) 

412-255-8800   bking@pgh2o.com  

C. SITE INFORMATION (See Section C of instructions) 

Site (Land Development or Project) Name 

Commonwealth Building 

Site Location Line 1  
316 Fourth Ave. 

Site Location Line 2 
 

Site Location Last Line -- City 
Pittsburgh 

State 
PA 

ZIP+4 
15222 

Latitude 
40°26’20.5”N 

Longitude 
80°0’2.7”W 

Detailed Written Directions to Site: Head south on Waterfront Drive and continue onto the 30th Street Bridge. Turn left onto 
River Avenue and then bear left to General Robinson St. Make a quick left onto Anderson St followed by a quick right onto 
Isabella St and then make a left onto the 7th St/Andy Warhol Bridge and continue straight onto 7th St. Continue on 7th St 
until it becomes 6th St. Once on 6th St make a right onto Wood St. Continue on Wood St for 0.2 miles and then make a left 
on Fourth Ave and the destination is on your right. 

Description of Site  The existing project site contains a twenty-story brick office building known as The Commonwealth 
Building. The exterior of the site consists of sidewalks and additonal site features (i.e. street lights, underground vaults, 
etc.) 

Site Contact (Developer/Owner)  

Last Name 

Houck 

First Name 

Brent 

MI 

 

Suffix 

 

Phone 

412-391-2884 

Ext. 

 

Site Contact Title 

Principal  

Site Contact Firm (if none, leave blank) 

Pitt Commonwealth Owner, LLC 

FAX 

412-391-1657 

Email 

bhouck@pwwgarch.com 

Mailing Address Line 1 

408 Boulevard of the Allies 

Mailing Address Line 2 

 

Mailing Address Last Line -- City 

Pittsburgh 

State 

PA 

ZIP+4 

15219-1301 

D. PROJECT CONSULTANT INFORMATION (See Section D of instructions) 

Last Name 

Rowland 

First Name 

Scott 

MI 

 

Suffix 

 

Title 

Senior Associate/Vice President  

Consulting Firm Name 

Langan Engineering & Environmental Services  

Mailing Address Line 1 

2400 Ansys Drive 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Suite 403 

Address Last Line – City 

Canonsburg 

State 

PA 

ZIP+4 

15317 

County 

Washington 

Email 
srowland@langan.com 

Area Code + Phone 
724-514-5123 

Ext. 
 

Area Code + FAX 
724-514-5101 
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E. AVAILABILITY OF DRINKING WATER SUPPLY 

 
The project will be provided with drinking water from the following source:  (Check appropriate box) 

 Individual wells or cisterns. 

 A proposed public water supply. 

 An existing public water supply. 

 If existing public water supply is to be used, provide the name of the water company and attach documentation 
from the water company stating that it will serve the project. 

 

 Name of water company:  PWSA  

F. PROJECT NARRATIVE (See Section F of instructions) 

 A narrative has been prepared as described in Section F of the instructions and is attached. 

 The applicant may choose to include additional information beyond that required by Section F of the instructions. 
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G. PROPOSED WASTEWATER DISPOSAL FACILITIES  (Continued) 

3. PLOT  PLAN 

The following information is to be submitted on a plot plan of the proposed subdivision. 

a. Existing and proposed buildings. 

b. Lot lines and lot sizes. 

c. Adjacent lots. 

d. Remainder of tract. 

e. Existing and proposed sewerage facilities. Plot 
location of discharge point, land application field, 
spray field, COLDS, or LVCOLDS if a new facility is 
proposed. 

f. Show tap-in or extension to the point of connection to 
existing collection system (if applicable). 

g. Existing and proposed water supplies and surface 
water (wells, springs, ponds, streams, etc.) 

h. Existing and proposed rights-of-way. 

i. Existing and proposed buildings, streets, roadways, 
access roads, etc. 

j. Any designated recreational or open space 
area. 

k. Wetlands - from National Wetland Inventory 
Mapping and USGS Hydric Soils Mapping. 

l. Flood plains or Flood prone areas, floodways, 
(Federal Flood Insurance Mapping) 

m. Prime Agricultural Land. 

n. Any other facilities (pipelines, power lines, 
etc.) 

o. Orientation to north. 

p. Locations of all site testing activities (soil 
profile test pits, slope measurements, 
permeability test sites, background 
sampling, etc. (if applicable). 

q. Soils types and boundaries when a land 
based system is proposed. 

r. Topographic lines with elevations when a 
land based system is proposed 

4. WETLAND PROTECTION 

 YES NO 

a.   Are there wetlands in the project area?  If yes, ensure these areas appear on the plot plan as 
shown in the mapping or through on-site delineation. 

b.   Are there any construction activities (encroachments, or obstructions) proposed in, along, or 
through the wetlands?  If yes, Identify any proposed encroachments on wetlands and identify 
whether a General Permit or a full encroachment permit will be required.  If a full permit is 
required, address time and cost impacts on the project.  Note that wetland encroachments 

should be avoided where feasible.  Also note that a feasible alternative MUST BE SELECTED 
to an identified encroachment on an exceptional value wetland as defined in Chapter 105.  
Identify any project impacts on streams classified as HQ or EV and address impacts of the 
permitting requirements of said encroachments on the project. 

5. PRIME AGRICULTURAL LAND PROTECTION 

YES NO 

  Will the project involve the disturbance of prime agricultural lands? 

  If yes, coordinate with local officials to resolve any conflicts with the local prime agricultural land 
protection program.  The project must be consistent with such municipal programs before the 
sewage facilities planning module package may be submitted to DEP. 

  If no, prime agricultural land protection is not a factor to this project. 

  Have prime agricultural land protection issues been settled? 

6. HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT 

YES NO 

  Sufficient documentation is attached to confirm that this project is consistent with DEP 
Technical Guidance 012-0700-001 Implementation of the PA State History Code (available 
online at the DEP website at www.dep.state.pa.us, select “subject” then select “technical 
guidance”).  As a minimum this includes copies of the completed Cultural Resources Notice 
(CRN), a return receipt for its submission to the PHMC and the PHMC review letter. 

http://www.dep.state.pa.us/
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7. PROTECTION OF RARE, ENDANGERED OR THREATENED SPECIES 

Check one: 
 

 The “Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) Project Environmental Review Receipt” resulting from 
my search of the PNDI database and all supporting documentation from jurisdictional agencies (when 
necessary) is/are attached. 

 
 A completed “Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) Project Planning & Environmental Review 

Form,” (PNDI Form) available at www.naturalheritage.state.pa.us , and all required supporting documentation 
is attached.  I request DEP staff to complete the required PNDI search for my project.  I realize that my 
planning module will be considered incomplete upon submission to the Department and that the DEP review 
will not begin, and that processing of my planning module will be delayed, until a “PNDI Project Environmental 
Review Receipt” and all supporting documentation from jurisdictional agencies (when necessary) is/are 
received by DEP. 

  Applicant or Consultant Initials . 

H. ALTERNATIVE SEWAGE FACILITIES ANALYSIS  (See Section H of instructions) 

 An alternative sewage facilities analysis has been prepared as described in Section H of the attached 
instructions and is attached to this component. 

The applicant may choose to include additional information beyond that required by Section H of the attached 
instructions. 

I. COMPLIANCE WITH WATER QUALITY STANDARDS AND EFFLUENT LIMITATIONS (See 

Section I of instructions) (Check and complete all that apply.) 

1. Waters designated for Special Protection 

 The proposed project will result in a new or increased discharge into special protection waters as 
identified in Title 25, Pennsylvania Code, Chapter 93.  The Social or Economic Justification (SEJ) 
required by Section 93.4c. is attached. 

2. Pennsylvania Waters Designated As Impaired 

 The proposed project will result in a new or increased discharge of a pollutant into waters that DEP has 
identified as being impaired by that pollutant.  A pre-planning meeting was held with the appropriate 
DEP regional office staff to discuss water quality based discharge limitations. 

3. Interstate and International Waters 

 The proposed project will result in a new or increased discharge into interstate or international waters.  A 
pre-planning meeting was held with the appropriate DEP regional office staff to discuss effluent 
limitations necessary to meet the requirements of the interstate or international compact. 

4 Tributaries To The Chesapeake Bay 

 The proposed project result in a new or increased discharge of sewage into a tributary to the 
Chesapeake Bay.  This proposal for a new sewage treatment facility or new flows to an existing facility 
includes total nitrogen and total phosphorus in the following amounts:    pounds of TN per year, and  
pounds of TP per year.  Based on the process design and effluent limits, the total nitrogen treatment 
capacity of the wastewater treatment facility is  pounds per year and the 
total phosphorus capacity is  pounds per year as determined by the wastewater treatment 
facility permitee.  The permitee has determined that the additional TN and TP to be contributed by this 
project (as modified by credits and/or offsets to be provided) will not cause the discharge to exceed the 
annual total mass limits for these parameters.  Documentation of compliance with nutrient allocations is 
attached. 

Name of Permittee Agency, Authority, Municipality  

Initials of Responsible Agent (See Section G 2.b)  

See Special Instructions (Form 3800-FM-BPNPSM0353-1) for additional information on Chesapeake Bay 
watershed requirements. 

http://www.naturalheritage.state.pa.us/
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 N. DETAILED HYDROGEOLOGIC STUDY (See Section N of instructions) 

 The detailed hydrogeologic information required in Section N. of the instructions is attached. 

O. SEWAGE MANAGEMENT (See Section O of instructions) 

(1-3 for completion by the developer(project sponser), 4-5 for completion by the non-municipal facility agent and 

6 for completion by the municipality) 

 Yes No 

1.   Is connection to, or construction of, a DEP permitted, non-municipal sewage facility or a local agency 
permitted, community onlot sewage facility proposed. 

If Yes, respond to the following questions, attach the supporting analysis, and an evaluation of the options available 
to assure long-term proper operation and maintenance of the proposed non-municipal facilities.  If No, skip the 
remainder of Section O. 

2. Project Flows    gpd 

 Yes No 

3.   Is the use of nutrient credits or offsets a part of this project? 

 If yes, attach a letter of intent to puchase the necessary credits and describe the assurance that these credits and 
offsets will be available for the remaining design life of the non-municipal sewage facility;  

(For completion by non-municipal facility agent) 

Q. Collection and Conveyance Facilities 

The questions below are to be answered by the organization/individual responsible for the non-municipal collection 
and conveyance facilities.  The individual(s) signing below must be legally authorized to make representation for the 
organization. 

 Yes No 

a.   If this project proposes sewer extensions or tap-ins, will these actions create a hydraulic 
overload on any existing collection or conveyance facilities that are part of the system? 

If yes, this sewage facilities planning module will not be accepted for review by the municipality, delegated local 
agency and/or DEP until this issue is resolved. 

If no, a representative of the organization responsible for the collection and conveyance facilities must sign below 
to indicate that the collection and conveyance facilities have adequate capacity and are able to provide service to 
the proposed development in accordance with Chapter 71 §71.53(d)(3) and that this proposal will not affect that 
status. 

b. Collection System  
 Name of Responsible Organization  

 Name of Responsible Agent  

 Agent Signature  

 Date  

c. Conveyance System 

 Name of Responsible Organization  

 Name of Responsible Agent  

 Agent Signature   

 Date  
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5. Treatment Facility 

The questions below are to be answered by a representative of the facility permittee.  The individual signing below 
must be legally authorized to make representation for the organization. 

 Yes No 

a.   If this project proposes the use of an existing non-municipal wastewater treatment plant for 
the disposal of sewage, will this action create a hydraulic or organic overload at that facility? 

If yes, this planning module for sewage facilities will not be reviewed by the municipality, delegated local 
agency and/or DEP until this issue is resolved. 

If no, the treatment facility permittee must sign below to indicate that this facility has adequate treatment 
capacity and is able to provide wastewater treatment services for the proposed development in accordance 
with §71.53(d)(3) and that this proposal will not impact that status. 

b. Name of Facility  

Name of Responsible Agent  

Agent Signature   

Date  

(For completion by the municipality) 

6.  The SELECTED OPTION necessary to assure long-term proper operation and maintenance of the proposed 
non-municipal facilities is clearly identified with documentation attached in the planning module package. 

P. PUBLIC NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT  (See Section P of instructions) 

This section must be completed to determine if the applicant will be required to publish facts about the project in a 
newspaper of general circulation to provide a chance for the general public to comment on proposed new land 
development projects.  This notice may be provided by the applicant or the applicant’s agent, the municipality or the 
local agency by publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the municipality affected.  Where an 
applicant or an applicant’s agent provides the required notice for publication, the applicant or applicant’s agent shall 
notify the municipality or local agency and the municipality and local agency will be relieved of the obligation to 
publish.  The required content of the publication notice is found in Section P of the instructions. 

To complete this section, each of the following questions must be answered with a “yes” or “no”.  Newspaper 
publication is required if any of the following are answered “yes”. 

 Yes No 

 1.   Does the project propose the construction of a sewage treatment facility? 

 2.   Will the project change the flow at an existing sewage treatment facility by more than 50,000 gallons 
per day? 

 3.   Will the project result in a public expenditure for the sewage facilities portion of the project in excess 
of $100,000? 

 4.   Will the project lead to a major modification of the existing municipal administrative organizations 
within the municipal government? 

 5.   Will the project require the establishment of new municipal administrative organizations within the 
municipal government? 

 6.   Will the project result in a subdivision of 50 lots or more? (onlot sewage disposal only) 

 7.   Does the project involve a major change in established growth projections? 

 8.   Does the project involve a different land use pattern than that established in the municipality’s Official 
Sewage Plan? 
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P. PUBLIC NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT cont’d. (See Section P of instructions) 

 

 9.   Does the project involve the use of large volume onlot sewage disposal systems (Flow > 10,000 gpd)? 

 10.   Does the project require resolution of a conflict between the proposed alternative and consistency 
requirements contained in §71.21(a)(5)(i), (ii), (iii)?  

 11.   Will sewage facilities discharge into high quality or exceptional value waters? 

 Attached is a copy of: 

 the public notice, 

 all comments received as a result of the notice, 

 the municipal response to these comments. 

 No comments were received.  A copy of the public notice is attached. 

Q. FALSE SWEARING STATEMENT (See Section Q of instructions) 

I verify that the statements made in this component are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information and 
belief.  I understand that false statements in this component are made subject to the penalties of 18 PA C.S.A. §4904 
relating to unsworn falsification to authorities. 

Ben Hunter, P.E.  

                                     
Name (Print) Signature 

Senior Project Manager  3/5/2019 

Title Date 

2400 Ansys Drive, Suite 403 

Canonsburg, PA 15317 

  

724-514-5125 

Address Telephone Number 

R. REVIEW FEE (See Section R of instructions) 

The Sewage Facilities Act establishes a fee for the DEP planning module review.  DEP will calculate the review fee for the 

project and invoice the project sponsor OR the project sponsor may attach a self-calculated fee payment to the planning 
module prior to submission of the planning package to DEP.  (Since the fee and fee collection procedures may vary if a 
“delegated local agency” is conducting the review, the project sponsor should contact the “delegated local agency” to 
determine these details.)  Check the appropriate box. 

 I request DEP calculate the review fee for my project and send me an invoice for the correct amount.  I understand 
DEP’s review of my project will not begin until DEP receives the correct review fee from me for the project. 

 I have calculated the review fee for my project using the formula found below and the review fee guidance in the 
instructions.  I have attached a check or money order in the amount of $ 3,400.00  payable to “Commonwealth of 
PA, DEP".  Include DEP code number on check.  I understand DEP will not begin review of my project unless it 
receives the fee and determines the fee is correct.  If the fee is incorrect, DEP will return my check or money order, 
send me an invoice for the correct amount.  I understand DEP review will NOT begin until I have submitted the correct 
fee. 

 I request to be exempt from the DEP planning module review fee because this planning module creates only one new 

lot and is the only lot subdivided from a parcel of land as that land existed on December 14, 1995.  I realize that 

subdivision of a second lot from this parcel of land shall disqualify me from this review fee exemption.  I am furnishing 

the following deed reference information in support of my fee exemption. 

County Recorder of Deeds for County, Pennsylvania 

Deed Volume  Book Number  
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Page Number  Date Recorded  

R. REVIEW FEE (continued) 

Formula: 

1. For a new collection system (with or without a Clean Streams Law Permit), a collection system extension, or individual 
tap-ins to an existing collection system use this formula. 

 

 # 68 Lots (or EDUs) X  $50.00 =  $  3,400  

The fee is based upon: 

 The number of lots created or number of EDUs whichever is higher. 

 For community sewer system projects, one EDU is equal to a sewage flow of 400 gallons per day. 

2. For a surface or subsurface discharge system, use the appropriate one of these formulae. 

A. A new surface discharge greater than 2000 gpd will use a flat fee: 

 $ 1,500 per submittal (non-municipal) 
 $    500 per submittal (municipal) 
 

B. An increase in an existing surface discharge will use: 

 #   Lots (or EDUs) X  $35.00 =  $  

to a maximum of  $ 1,500 per submittal (non-municipal) or $ 500 per submittal (municipal) 

The fee is based upon: 

 The number of lots created or number of EDUs whichever is higher. 

 For community sewage system projects one EDU is equal to a sewage flow of 400 gallons per day. 

 For non-single family residential projects, EDUs are calculated using projected population figures 
 

C. A sub-surface discharge system that requires a permit under The Clean Streams Law will use a flat fee: 

 $ 1,500 per submittal (non-municipal) 
 $    500 per submittal (municipal) 
 



NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

OF PROJECT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

SECTION F 

SEWAGE FACILITIES PLANNING 

MODULE COMPONENT 3 

 

 

 

 
The project site is located at 316 Fourth Avenue between Wood Street and Smithfield Street, in 

the Golden Triangle Subdistrict A (GT-A) District within the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, 

Pennsylvania. Pitt Commonwealth Owner, LLC is proposing to redevelop an approximately 0.19 

acre parcel, parcel number 1-H-330. The proposed development will include ground floor retail 

or residential with lobby space and 2nd and 3rd floor amenity space and apartments. The 

proposed development will be owned and operated by Pitt Commonwealth Owner LLC. 

Pitt Commonwealth Owner, LLC is proposing to renovate the existing building. The existing 

building has 20 stories plus a penthouse with a total GSF around 126,000 to 130,000 square 

feet. It is anticipated that the existing curb will remain and be reused and all existing dry utilities 

for the building will remain and provide adequate service for the proposed improvements.  New 

storm, sanitary and water laterals are being proposed in order to provide adequate service for 

the proposed improvements.  

 

The existing site has an estimated combined daily sanitary sewage flow of 12,809 gallons per 

day. Following the proposed renovation, the building will have an estimated combined daily 

sanitary sewage flow of 27,012, daily sanitary sewage flow calculations can be found in 

Appendix C. The proposed increase in combined daily sanitary sewage flow as a result of the 

proposed improvements is 14,203 gallons per day. 

 

The proposed storm and sanitary service for the site will be provided by two separate private 

10-inch PVC gravity laterals that will connect to the existing 36-inch PWSA combined sewer in 

Fourth Avenue (north of the site). 

 

The existing water consumption is estimated to be the same as the existing combined daily 

sanitary sewage flow, 12,809 gallons per day. The proposed water demand is 27,012 gallons 

per day; therefore, the proposed increase in water demand as a result of the proposed 

improvements is 14,203 gallons per day. The existing municipal system is expected to 

adequately meet proposed demands. A copy of the water availability letter from PWSA can be 

found in Appendix C. 

Two proposed water laterals will provide water service to the site. Domestic water service will 

be provided via a 6-inch water lateral and fire water service will be provided via an 8-inch water 

lateral. Both water laterals will connect to the existing 12-inch PWSA main in Fourth Avenue. 

 

 

Re:
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TABLE 1:  EXISTING PWSA SANITARY SEWAGE FLOW ESTIMATION 

EXISTING SEWAGE FLOW ESTIMATION 

Unit Description Number of Units 

Anticipated 

Average 

Rate 

(GPD/Units)1 

Anticipated 

Average Sewage 

Flow (GPD) 

Office 1273 10 12,730 

HVAC Condensate - - 79 

Existing GPD =  12,809 

Existing EDUs2 = 33 

1 – Rate is based on the flow estimate defined in PA Code Title 25 Chapter 73 Paragraph 73.17.  

2 – EDUs are based on 400 GPD/EDU. 

 

 

TABLE 2:  PROPOSED PWSA SANITARY SEWAGE FLOW ESTIMATION 

PROPOSED SEWAGE FLOW ESTIMATION 

Unit Description 
Number 

of Units 

Anticipated 

Average 

Rate 

(GPD/Units)1 

Anticipated 

Average Sewage 

Flow (GPD) 

Apartment: 1 Bedroom 129 150 19,350 

Apartment: 2 Bedroom 11 300 3,300 

Office (per employee) 8 10 80 

Restaurants (toilet and 

kitchen wastes per patron) 
423 10 4,230 

HVAC Condensate - - 52 

Proposed GPD =  27,012 

Proposed EDUs2 = 68 

1 – Rate is based on the flow estimate defined in PA Code Title 25 Chapter 73 Paragraph 73.17. 

2 – EDUs are based on 400 GPD/EDU. 

  



Qmax Based on Total Units Discharging 

Qdesign 3.5 * Qmax

Qfull 1.49/n * Apipe * R
2/3

 * S
1/2

Qhalf FLOW AT HALF FULL = 0.48 * Qfull

Vmax VELOCITY AT 80% FULL = 1.15 * Qfull / Apipe

Vhalf, (fps) VELOCITY OF FLOW AT HALF FULL = Qhalf / (Apipe * 0.5)

PIPE SIZED ACCORDINGLY CHECKS IF Qdesign IS LESS THAN Qhalf

MINIMUM SLOPE WITHIN THIS ENTIRE RUN = 1.0%

MATERIAL PVC Qfull, cfs Qfull, gpd Qhalf, cfs Qhalf, gpd Vmax, fps Vhalf, fps

LENGTH, ft 20 2.60 1,677,200 1.25 805,056 5.47 4.76

DIAMETER, in 10

SLOPE 1.00% TRUE

n 0.011 TRUE

Qmax, gpd 27,012 TRUE

Qdesign, gpd 94,542

 FROM BLDG TO EXISTING SYSTEM IN FOURTH AVENUE

COMMONWEALTH BUILDING

PROPOSED SANITARY PIPE CALCULATIONS

Vmax < 10 fps:

PIPE SIZED ACCORDINGLY:

Vhalf > 2 fps:

\\langan.com\data\PIT\data3\250063301\Project Data\_Discipline\Site Civil\Utilities\Sanitary\Sanitary Pipe Capacity Calcs.xls





 
Fourth Avenue - 36 Inch PWSA Combined 

Sewer Flow Reading Data 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Time Head Velocity Flow Precip.

inches fps MGD inches

11/07/2018 12:00 AM 0.00

1:00 AM 0.00

2:00 AM 0.00

3:00 AM 0.00

4:00 AM 0.00

5:00 AM 0.00

6:00 AM 0.00

7:00 AM 0.00

8:00 AM 0.00

9:00 AM 0.00

10:00 AM 4.04 0.44 0.110 0.00

11:00 AM 3.91 0.41 0.095 0.00

12:00 PM 3.90 0.37 0.085 0.00

1:00 PM 4.00 0.32 0.077 0.00

2:00 PM 3.94 0.39 0.096 0.00

3:00 PM 3.79 0.35 0.078 0.00

4:00 PM 3.85 0.42 0.096 0.00

5:00 PM 3.79 0.34 0.075 0.00

6:00 PM 3.77 0.30 0.066 0.00

7:00 PM 3.75 0.29 0.062 0.00

8:00 PM 3.71 0.27 0.058 0.00

9:00 PM 3.86 0.30 0.070 0.00

10:00 PM 3.75 0.23 0.049 0.00

11:00 PM 3.68 0.25 0.052 0.00

MIN 3.68 0.23 0.049 MIN 0.00

MAX 4.04 0.44 0.110 MAX 0.00

AVE 3.84 0.33 0.076 TOTAL 0.00

11/08/2018 12:00 AM 3.59 0.24 0.048 0.00

1:00 AM 3.54 0.21 0.041 0.00

2:00 AM 3.50 0.20 0.038 0.00

3:00 AM 3.46 0.18 0.034 0.00

4:00 AM 3.46 0.16 0.031 0.00

5:00 AM 3.55 0.22 0.043 0.00

6:00 AM 3.68 0.25 0.052 0.00

7:00 AM 3.86 0.30 0.069 0.00

8:00 AM 3.80 0.29 0.065 0.00

9:00 AM 3.85 0.31 0.072 0.00

10:00 AM 3.73 0.27 0.058 0.00

11:00 AM 3.79 0.42 0.093 0.00

12:00 PM 3.79 0.42 0.093 0.00

1:00 PM 3.74 0.37 0.079 0.00

2:00 PM 3.75 0.41 0.089 0.00

3:00 PM 3.68 0.43 0.091 0.00

4:00 PM 3.81 0.37 0.083 0.00

5:00 PM 3.77 0.32 0.069 0.00

6:00 PM 3.71 0.33 0.070 0.00

7:00 PM 3.71 0.37 0.079 0.00

8:00 PM 3.67 0.40 0.084 0.00

9:00 PM 3.56 0.34 0.068 0.00

10:00 PM 3.63 0.40 0.083 0.00

11:00 PM 3.61 0.39 0.079 0.00

MIN 3.46 0.16 0.031 MIN 0.00

MAX 3.86 0.43 0.093 MAX 0.00

AVE 3.68 0.32 0.067 TOTAL 0.00



Time Head Velocity Flow Precip.

inches fps MGD inches

11/09/2018 12:00 AM 3.51 0.32 0.062 0.00

1:00 AM 3.49 0.32 0.062 0.00

2:00 AM 3.50 0.33 0.063 0.00

3:00 AM 3.46 0.28 0.053 0.00

4:00 AM 3.39 0.20 0.037 0.00

5:00 AM 3.54 0.34 0.069 0.00

6:00 AM 5.09 1.33 0.495 0.12

7:00 AM 4.43 1.03 0.306 0.05

8:00 AM 4.13 0.78 0.203 0.01

9:00 AM 4.73 1.20 0.388 0.07

10:00 AM 4.77 1.21 0.391 0.06

11:00 AM 4.78 1.15 0.373 0.06

12:00 PM 5.07 1.46 0.521 0.08

1:00 PM 4.80 1.24 0.408 0.06

2:00 PM 4.68 1.22 0.385 0.06

3:00 PM 4.19 0.94 0.246 0.02

4:00 PM 4.01 0.71 0.178 0.02

5:00 PM 3.71 0.54 0.114 0.00

6:00 PM 3.66 0.51 0.107 0.00

7:00 PM 3.63 0.44 0.091 0.00

8:00 PM 3.58 0.36 0.073 0.00

9:00 PM 3.58 0.36 0.072 0.00

10:00 PM 3.62 0.35 0.071 0.00

11:00 PM 3.63 0.50 0.102 0.00

MIN 3.39 0.20 0.037 MIN 0.00

MAX 5.09 1.46 0.521 MAX 0.12

AVE 4.04 0.71 0.203 TOTAL 0.61

11/10/2018 12:00 AM 3.51 0.45 0.089 0.00

1:00 AM 3.51 0.45 0.088 0.00

2:00 AM 3.45 0.34 0.065 0.00

3:00 AM 3.38 0.28 0.051 0.00

4:00 AM 3.35 0.25 0.044 0.00

5:00 AM 3.36 0.25 0.045 0.00

6:00 AM 3.37 0.26 0.047 0.00

7:00 AM 3.34 0.26 0.047 0.00

8:00 AM 3.44 0.33 0.062 0.00

9:00 AM 3.65 0.61 0.128 0.00

10:00 AM 3.62 0.60 0.124 0.00

11:00 AM 3.71 0.65 0.138 0.00

12:00 PM 3.52 0.49 0.095 0.00

1:00 PM 3.67 0.62 0.129 0.00

2:00 PM 3.53 0.50 0.099 0.00

3:00 PM 3.67 0.61 0.128 0.00

4:00 PM 3.61 0.58 0.122 0.00

5:00 PM 3.56 0.60 0.119 0.00

6:00 PM 3.49 0.52 0.100 0.00

7:00 PM 3.44 0.46 0.088 0.00

8:00 PM 3.37 0.38 0.070 0.00

9:00 PM 3.46 0.51 0.099 0.00

10:00 PM 3.51 0.60 0.117 0.00

11:00 PM 3.50 0.57 0.111 0.00

MIN 3.34 0.25 0.044 MIN 0.00

MAX 3.71 0.65 0.138 MAX 0.00

AVE 3.50 0.47 0.092 TOTAL 0.00



Time Head Velocity Flow Precip.

inches fps MGD inches

11/11/2018 12:00 AM 3.37 0.37 0.067 0.00

1:00 AM 3.42 0.47 0.087 0.00

2:00 AM 3.38 0.36 0.066 0.00

3:00 AM 3.38 0.36 0.066 0.00

4:00 AM 3.32 0.29 0.050 0.00

5:00 AM 3.32 0.29 0.051 0.00

6:00 AM 3.29 0.26 0.044 0.00

7:00 AM 3.24 0.23 0.038 0.00

8:00 AM 3.32 0.33 0.060 0.00

9:00 AM 3.56 0.56 0.112 0.00

10:00 AM 3.77 0.78 0.170 0.00

11:00 AM 3.80 0.74 0.163 0.00

12:00 PM 3.74 0.94 0.202 0.00

1:00 PM 3.87 0.81 0.186 0.00

2:00 PM 3.79 0.71 0.159 0.00

3:00 PM 3.75 0.61 0.132 0.00

4:00 PM 3.87 0.72 0.165 0.00

5:00 PM 3.84 0.71 0.160 0.00

6:00 PM 3.85 0.72 0.164 0.00

7:00 PM 3.76 0.72 0.157 0.00

8:00 PM 3.77 0.61 0.135 0.00

9:00 PM 3.77 0.54 0.117 0.00

10:00 PM 3.77 0.50 0.110 0.00

11:00 PM 3.71 0.49 0.104 0.00

MIN 3.24 0.23 0.038 MIN 0.00

MAX 3.87 0.94 0.202 MAX 0.00

AVE 3.61 0.55 0.115 TOTAL 0.00

11/12/2018 12:00 AM 3.68 0.45 0.095 0.00

1:00 AM 3.62 0.42 0.085 0.00

2:00 AM 3.59 0.41 0.083 0.00

3:00 AM 3.58 0.39 0.079 0.00

4:00 AM 3.57 0.40 0.080 0.00

5:00 AM 3.62 0.43 0.088 0.00

6:00 AM 3.68 0.41 0.086 0.00

7:00 AM 3.84 0.47 0.105 0.00

8:00 AM 3.82 0.69 0.154 0.00

9:00 AM 3.72 0.64 0.137 0.00

10:00 AM 3.74 0.62 0.135 0.00

11:00 AM 3.78 0.62 0.137 0.00

12:00 PM 3.77 0.55 0.121 0.00

1:00 PM 3.88 0.73 0.170 0.00

2:00 PM 3.73 0.70 0.151 0.00

3:00 PM 3.69 0.66 0.140 0.00

4:00 PM 3.85 0.79 0.179 0.00

5:00 PM 3.82 0.58 0.130 0.00

6:00 PM 3.65 0.35 0.073 0.00

7:00 PM 3.61 0.32 0.065 0.00

8:00 PM 3.68 0.32 0.068 0.00

9:00 PM 3.79 0.47 0.105 0.00

10:00 PM 3.75 0.43 0.095 0.01

11:00 PM 3.65 0.28 0.058 0.00

MIN 3.57 0.28 0.058 MIN 0.00

MAX 3.88 0.79 0.179 MAX 0.01

AVE 3.71 0.51 0.109 TOTAL 0.01



Time Head Velocity Flow Precip.

inches fps MGD inches

11/13/2018 12:00 AM 3.98 0.57 0.143 0.01

1:00 AM 4.43 0.78 0.224 0.04

2:00 AM 4.32 0.72 0.199 0.02

3:00 AM 4.24 0.70 0.189 0.03

4:00 AM 4.11 0.68 0.172 0.03

5:00 AM 3.78 0.62 0.137 0.00

6:00 AM 3.61 0.52 0.105 0.00

7:00 AM 3.80 0.52 0.115 0.00

8:00 AM 3.76 0.43 0.093 0.00

9:00 AM 3.94 0.36 0.087 0.00

10:00 AM 3.92 0.46 0.112 0.00

11:00 AM 3.81 0.30 0.067 0.00

12:00 PM 3.79 0.22 0.049 0.00

1:00 PM 3.83 0.23 0.052 0.00

2:00 PM 3.84 0.25 0.057 0.00

3:00 PM 3.84 0.22 0.049 0.00

4:00 PM 3.76 0.16 0.035 0.00

5:00 PM 3.74 0.16 0.035 0.00

6:00 PM 3.69 0.14 0.031 0.00

7:00 PM 3.74 0.17 0.036 0.00

8:00 PM 3.63 0.17 0.035 0.00

9:00 PM 3.64 0.18 0.036 0.00

10:00 PM 3.62 0.17 0.034 0.00

11:00 PM 3.63 0.18 0.038 0.00

MIN 3.61 0.14 0.031 MIN 0.00

MAX 4.43 0.78 0.224 MAX 0.04

AVE 3.85 0.37 0.089 TOTAL 0.13

11/14/2018 12:00 AM 3.54 0.16 0.031 0.00

1:00 AM 3.39 0.14 0.026 0.00

2:00 AM 3.36 0.13 0.023 0.00

3:00 AM 3.33 0.13 0.023 0.00

4:00 AM 3.31 0.13 0.023 0.00

5:00 AM 3.36 0.12 0.022 0.00

6:00 AM 3.54 0.15 0.029 0.00

7:00 AM 3.74 0.25 0.054 0.00

8:00 AM 3.80 0.37 0.081 0.00

9:00 AM 3.77 0.36 0.079 0.00

10:00 AM 3.74 0.32 0.070 0.00

11:00 AM 3.80 0.70 0.155 0.00

12:00 PM 3.79 0.69 0.153 0.00

1:00 PM 3.80 0.68 0.152 0.00

2:00 PM 3.71 0.58 0.125 0.00

3:00 PM 3.81 0.63 0.144 0.00

4:00 PM 3.78 0.66 0.146 0.00

5:00 PM 3.85 0.64 0.147 0.00

6:00 PM 3.80 0.67 0.149 0.00

7:00 PM 3.72 0.65 0.140 0.00

8:00 PM 3.75 0.73 0.158 0.00

9:00 PM 3.63 0.61 0.127 0.00

10:00 PM 3.53 0.51 0.101 0.00

11:00 PM 3.51 0.47 0.093 0.00

MIN 3.31 0.12 0.022 MIN 0.00

MAX 3.85 0.73 0.158 MAX 0.00

AVE 3.64 0.44 0.094 TOTAL 0.00
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APPENDIX D 
Alternative Sewage  

Facilities Analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

SECTION H 

SEWAGE FACILITIES PLANNING 

MODULE COMPONENT 3 

 

 

 

 

 
The project site is located at 316 Fourth Avenue between Wood Street and Smithfield Street, in 

the Golden Triangle Subdistrict A (GT-A) District within the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, 

Pennsylvania. Pitt Commonwealth Owner, LLC is proposing to redevelop approximately 0.19 

acres within Lot 1-H-330. The proposed development will include ground floor retail or 

residential with lobby space and 2nd and 3rd floor amenity space and apartments. The proposed 

development will be owned and operated by Pitt Commonwealth Owner LLC. 

The project site is generally bounded by Fourth Avenue to the north, a 13-story existing brick 

building The Pittsburgh Tech Center Bunker to the east, two existing brick buildings and a 

vacant lot to the south, and a 21-story existing brick building The Union Bank Building to the 

west. The existing site currently consists of a 20-story brick building and impervious sidewalk 

area.  
 

The sanitary services for the proposed site consists of one 10-inch private on-site gravity lateral 

located in Fourth Ave. north of the site. The 10-inch lateral in Fourth Ave. will connect into the 

existing 36-inch PWSA combined sewer. The existing 36-inch PWSA combined sewer is 

conveyed to the Allegheny County Sanitary Authority (ALCOSAN) Wastewater Treatment 

Facility in Pittsburgh, PA. This proposed method will provide adequate disposal of the total 

combined daily flow of 27,012 gallons per day, or 68 EDUs. The proposed net increase in 

combined daily sanitary sewage flow from existing to proposed conditions is 14,203 gallons per 

day, or 36 EDUs. A reference for the approximate sewage flow for the proposed development 

can be found in Appendix C. The proposed private sanitary line will remain private and will not 

create any undue financial burdens to the City of Pittsburgh, PWSA, or ALCOSAN. 
 

Alternative methods of sewage disposal that could be considered include on-site subsurface 

disposal systems (septic systems) and an individual package wastewater treatment plant. The 

existing developments in the area are all currently connected to the public sewer system; 

therefore, an on-site septic system would not be consistent with the neighboring buildings, nor 

would it be a practical solution to provide adequate service for the site. The nearest discharge 

point from the site for a stream discharge is the Monongahela River, approximately 0.18 miles 

southwest of the site. A package wastewater treatment plant with discharge to the 

Monongahela River is not feasible due to the size and cost of the site. 

Re:

  

Alternative Sewage Facilities Analysis 

Commonwealth Building 

City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania 

Langan Project No.: 250063301 



 

APPENDIX E 
Public Notice  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

SECTION P 

SEWAGE FACILITIES PLANNING 

MODULE COMPONENT 3 

 

 

 

 

 
A public notification is not required for this project since no items in Section P of Component 3 

(Appendix C) were applicable to this project. 

 

 

 

Re:

  

Public Notice 

Commonwealth Building 

City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania 

Langan Project No.: 250063301 



APPENDIX F 
USGS Map and Plot Plans 
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Cultural Resource Notice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

SECTION G 

SEWAGE FACILITIES PLANNING 

MODULE COMPONENT 3 

 

 

 

 

 
Per DEP Document #0120-PM-PY0003a – Section F, a Cultural Resource Notice is not required 

for this project because the project area is less than 10 acres, and does not contain any 

demolition of existing buildings.  

 

 

 

 

Re:

  

Cultural Resources Notice (CRN) 

Commonwealth Building 

City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania 

Langan Project No.: 250063301 
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 December 11, 2018 

 

Ms. Olivia Braun 

Pennsylvania Game Commission – Bureau of Wildlife Habitat Management 

Division of Environmental Planning and Habitat Protection 

2001 Elmerton Avenue 

Harrisburg, PA 17110-9797 

 

 

 
 Dear Ms. Braun: 
 

The project site is located at 316 Fourth Avenue in the 1st Ward of the City of Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. The project site consists of the City of Pittsburgh parcel number 

1-H-330, having a total area of 0.19 acres. The project site is generally bound by Fourth Avenue 

to the north, a 13-story existing brick building The Pittsburgh Tech Center Bunker to the east, 

two existing brick buildings and a vacant lot to the south, and a 21-story existing brick building 

The Union Bank Building to the west. It is located in the Golden Triangle A (GT-A) District. The 

site currently consists of a 20-story brick office building known as The Commonwealth Building. 

Pitt Commonwealth Owner, LLC is proposing to renovate the existing Commonwealth Building. 

The project consists of a residential conversion of existing office space in the Commonwealth 

Building. The proposed improvements will include ground floor retail or residential with lobby 

space and 2nd and 3rd floor amenity space and apartments. It is anticipated that the existing curb 

will remain and be reused and all existing dry utilities for the building will remain and provide 

adequate service for the proposed improvements.  
 

A search of the Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) system administered by the 

Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Program was finalized on December 11, 2018. The PNDI receipt 

(Project Search ID: PNDI-672497) indicated a “Potential Impact” by the Pennsylvania Game 

Commission (PGC) for the Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus). The PNDI receipt is included as 

Attachment A.  We request the project be further reviewed to resolve the potential impact to the 

Peregrine Falcon. 
 

We appreciate the timely review of this project. If you have any questions or require additional 

information, please do not hesitate to contact me at 724-514-5153. 
 

Sincerely, 

Langan Engineering & Environmental Services, Inc. 

 
Andrew Rampado 

Staff Engineer 
 

 

Enclosures: Figure 1  USGS Site Location Map 

Attachment A  PNDI Receipt  

 

Re:

  

Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Index No. 649137 

Commonwealth Building 

City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania 

Langan Project No.: 250063301 



Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Index (PNDI) No. 649137                     November 2018 

Peoples Natural Gas – TP-8904 

Langan Project No.: 250067001 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIGURE 1 

 

USGS SITE LOCATION MAP 
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February 4, 2019  
 
Mr. Andrew Rampado 
Langan Engineering and Environmental Services 
2400 Ansys Drive, Suite 403 
Canonsburg, Pennsylvania 15317 
arampado@langan.com 
 
PNDI Receipt File: project_receipt_commonwealth_building_672497_FINAL_1.pdf 
Re: Commonwealth Building 
City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania 
 
Dear Mr. Rampado, 
 
Thank you for submitting Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) Environmental 
Review Receipt project_receipt_commonwealth_building_672497_FINAL_1.pdf\ for review. The 
Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC) screened this project for potential impacts to species and 
resources of concern under PGC responsibility, which includes birds and mammals only. 
 
Potential Impact Anticipated 
PNDI records indicate species or resources of concern are located within the vicinity of the project.  
The PGC has received and thoroughly reviewed the information that you provided to this office, 
as well as PNDI data, and has determined that potential impacts to the following threatened, 
endangered, and species of special concern birds and mammals may be associated with your 
project.  Therefore, additional measures may be necessary to avoid potential impacts to the species 
listed below. 
 

Scientific Name Common Name PA Status 

Falco peregrinus Peregrine Falcon ENDANGERED 
 
Next Steps 
The PNDI review revealed the presence of an active peregrine falcon nest within 1,000 feet of the 
project area. Therefore, the following seasonal restriction should be incorporated into the project 
plans in an effort to avoid impacts to the nesting pair: 

• All work required on the exterior of the building as well as any activities which may require 
the use of cranes should be completed between August 1 and February 14 to avoid impacts 
to the nesting pair. Such activities should not occur during nesting season, February 15 
through July 31.   

 

mailto:arampado@langan.com


 
 
Mr. Andrew Rampado               February 4, 2019 
 

 
 

This response represents the most up-to-date summary of the PNDI data files and is valid for two 
(2) years from the date of this letter.  An absence of recorded information does not necessarily 
imply actual conditions on site.  Should project plans change or additional information on listed 
or proposed species become available, this determination may be reconsidered. 
 
Should the proposed work continue beyond the period covered by this letter, please resubmit the 
project to this agency as an “Update” (including an updated PNDI receipt, project narrative and 
accurate map).  If the proposed work has not changed and no additional information concerning 
listed species is found, the project will be cleared for PNDI requirements under this agency for 
two additional years. 
 
This finding applies to impacts to birds and mammals only.  To complete your review of state and 
federally-listed threatened and endangered species and species of special concern, please be sure 
that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the PA Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources, and/or the PA Fish and Boat Commission have been contacted regarding this project 
as directed by the online PNDI ER Tool found at www.naturalheritage.state.pa.us. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Olivia A. Braun 
Environmental Planner 
Division of Environmental Planning & Habitat Protection 
Bureau of Wildlife Habitat Management 
Phone: 717-787-4250, Extension 3128 
Fax: 717-787-6957 
E-mail: Olbraun@pa.gov 
 
A PNHP Partner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OAB/oab 
 
cc: Schnupp 
 Brauning 
 Murphy 
 Barber 
 Librandi Mumma 
 Fazi 
 Trusso 
 File 

http://www.naturalheritage.state.pa.us/


Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Project Search ID: PNDI-672497
PNDI Receipt: project_receipt_commonwealth_building_672497_FINAL_1.pdf

1. PROJECT INFORMATION

Project Name: Commonwealth Building
Date of Review: 12/11/2018 04:23:48 PM
Project Category: Development, Additions/maintenance to existing development facilities
Project Area: 0.33 acres 
County(s): Allegheny
Township/Municipality(s): PITTSBURGH
ZIP Code: 15222
Quadrangle Name(s): PITTSBURGH WEST
Watersheds HUC 8: Lower Monongahela
Watersheds HUC 12: Streets Run-Monongahela River
Decimal Degrees: 40.439027, -80.000828
Degrees Minutes Seconds: 40° 26' 20.4962" N, 80° 0' 2.9791" W

2. SEARCH RESULTS

Agency Results Response
PA Game Commission Potential Impact FURTHER REVIEW IS REQUIRED, See

Agency Response

PA Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources

No Known Impact No Further Review Required

PA Fish and Boat Commission No Known Impact No Further Review Required

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service No Known Impact No Further Review Required

As summarized above, Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) records indicate there may be potential
impacts to threatened and endangered and/or special concern species and resources within the project area. If the
response above indicates "No Further Review Required" no additional communication with the respective agency is
required. If the response is "Further Review Required" or "See Agency Response," refer to the appropriate agency
comments below. Please see the DEP Information Section of this receipt if a PA Department of Environmental
Protection Permit is required.
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Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Project Search ID: PNDI-672497
PNDI Receipt: project_receipt_commonwealth_building_672497_FINAL_1.pdf
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Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Project Search ID: PNDI-672497
PNDI Receipt: project_receipt_commonwealth_building_672497_FINAL_1.pdf
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Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Project Search ID: PNDI-672497
PNDI Receipt: project_receipt_commonwealth_building_672497_FINAL_1.pdf

3. AGENCY COMMENTS
Regardless of whether a DEP permit is necessary for this proposed project, any potential impacts to threatened
and endangered species and/or special concern species and resources must be resolved with the appropriate
jurisdictional agency. In some cases, a permit or authorization from the jurisdictional agency may be needed if
adverse impacts to these species and habitats cannot be avoided.
 
These agency determinations and responses are valid for two years (from the date of the review), and are
based on the project information that was provided, including the exact project location; the project type,
description, and features; and any responses to questions that were generated during this search. If any of the
following change: 1) project location, 2) project size or configuration, 3) project type, or 4) responses to the
questions that were asked during the online review, the results of this review are not valid, and the review must
be searched again via the PNDI Environmental Review Tool and resubmitted to the jurisdictional agencies. The
PNDI tool is a primary screening tool, and a desktop review may reveal more or fewer impacts than what is listed
on this PNDI receipt. The jursidictional agencies strongly advise against conducting surveys for the species
listed on the receipt prior to consultation with the agencies.

PA Game Commission
RESPONSE: 
Further review of this project is necessary to resolve the potential impact(s). Please send project information to this
agency for review (see WHAT TO SEND).

PGC Species: (Note: The Pennsylvania Conservation Explorer tool is a primary screening tool, and a desktop review
may reveal more or fewer species than what is listed below.)

Scientific Name Common Name Current Status

Falco peregrinus Peregrine Falcon Endangered

PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
RESPONSE: 
No Impact is anticipated to threatened and endangered species and/or special concern species and resources.

PA Fish and Boat Commission
RESPONSE: 
No Impact is anticipated to threatened and endangered species and/or special concern species and resources.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
RESPONSE: 
No impacts to federally listed or proposed species are anticipated. Therefore, no further consultation/coordination
under the Endangered Species Act (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq. is required. Because no take of
federally listed species is anticipated, none is authorized. This response does not reflect potential Fish and Wildlife
Service concerns under the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act or other authorities.

* Special Concern Species or Resource - Plant or animal species classified as rare, tentatively undetermined or
candidate as well as other taxa of conservation concern, significant natural communities, special concern populations
(plants or animals) and unique geologic features.
** Sensitive Species - Species identified by the jurisdictional agency as collectible, having economic value, or being
susceptible to decline as a result of visitation.
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Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Project Search ID: PNDI-672497
PNDI Receipt: project_receipt_commonwealth_building_672497_FINAL_1.pdf

WHAT TO SEND TO JURISDICTIONAL AGENCIES
 
If project information was requested by one or more of the agencies above, upload* or email* the following
information to the agency(s). Instructions for uploading project materials can be found here. This option provides the
applicant with the convenience of sending project materials to a single location accessible to all three state agencies.
Alternatively, applicants may email or mail their project materials (see AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION).
*Note: U.S.Fish and Wildlife Service requires applicants to mail project materials to the USFWS PA field office (see
AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION). USFWS will not accept project materials submitted electronically (by upload or
email).
 
Check-list of Minimum Materials to be submitted:
____Project narrative with a description of the overall project, the work to be performed, current physical characteristics
of the site and acreage to be impacted.
____A map with the project boundary and/or a basic site plan(particularly showing the relationship of the project to the
physical features such as wetlands, streams, ponds, rock outcrops, etc.)
In addition to the materials listed above, USFWS REQUIRES the following
____SIGNED copy of a Final Project Environmental Review Receipt
 
The inclusion of the following information may expedite the review process.
____Color photos keyed to the basic site plan (i.e. showing on the site plan where and in what direction each photo
was taken and the date of the photos)
____Information about the presence and location of wetlands in the project area, and how this was determined (e.g.,
by a qualified wetlands biologist), if wetlands are present in the project area, provide project plans showing the location
of all project features, as well as wetlands and streams.

4. DEP INFORMATION
The Pa Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) requires that a signed copy of this receipt, along with any
required documentation from jurisdictional agencies concerning resolution of potential impacts, be submitted with
applications for permits requiring PNDI review. Two review options are available to permit applicants for handling PNDI
coordination in conjunction with DEP’s permit review process involving either T&E Species or species of special
concern. Under sequential review, the permit applicant performs a PNDI screening and completes all coordination with
the appropriate jurisdictional agencies prior to submitting the permit application.  The applicant will include with its
application, both a PNDI receipt and/or a clearance letter from the jurisdictional agency if the PNDI Receipt shows a
Potential Impact to a species or the applicant chooses to obtain letters directly from the jurisdictional agencies. Under
concurrent review, DEP, where feasible, will allow technical review of the permit to occur concurrently with the T&E
species consultation with the jurisdictional agency.  The applicant must still supply a copy of the PNDI Receipt with its
permit application.  The PNDI Receipt should also be submitted to the appropriate agency according to directions on
the PNDI Receipt. The applicant and the jurisdictional agency will work together to resolve the potential impact(s). See
the DEP PNDI policy at https://conservationexplorer.dcnr.pa.gov/content/resources.
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March 22, 2019  
 
Mr. Andrew Rampado 
Langan Engineering and Environmental Services 
2400 Ansys Drive, Suite 403 
Canonsburg, Pennsylvania 15317 
arampado@langan.com 
 
PNDI Receipt File: project_receipt_commonwealth_building_672497_FINAL_1.pdf 
Re: Commonwealth Building 
City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania 
 
Dear Mr. Rampado, 
 
Thank you for submitting Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) Environmental 
Review Receipt project_receipt_commonwealth_building_672497_FINAL_1.pdf for review. The 
Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC) screened this project for potential impacts to species and 
resources of concern under PGC responsibility, which includes birds and mammals only. 
 
Potential Impact Anticipated 
PNDI records indicate species or resources of concern are located within the vicinity of the project.  
The PGC has received and thoroughly reviewed the information that you provided to this office, 
as well as PNDI data, and has determined that potential impacts to the following threatened, 
endangered, and species of special concern birds and mammals may be associated with your 
project.  Therefore, additional measures may be necessary to avoid potential impacts to the species 
listed below. 
 

Scientific Name Common Name PA Status 

Falco peregrinus Peregrine Falcon ENDANGERED 
 
The project involves the renovation of an existing 21-story building, known at the Commonwealth 
Building. The proposed renovations include both interior and exterior work with the final uses of 
the building anticipated to be for residential and retail purposes. 
The PNDI review revealed the presence of an active peregrine falcon nest within 1,000 feet of the 
project area. Based on the proximity to the nest and the limited project information provided, the 
PGC initially requested that all exterior building work (including the use of cranes) be completed 
outside of the nesting season, between August 1 and February 14.  
Shortly thereafter the PGC was contacted by the project proponent who explained that exterior 
building work was proposed during the nesting season. They inquired if any such work could be 

mailto:arampado@langan.com
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completed during the nesting seasons to facilitate the timely completion of the project. The PGC 
suggested that additional information about any such exterior activities (including the use of 
cranes) proposed during the nesting season be provided for PGC review. An initial submittal was 
made on February 27, 2019 that detailed what work was to occur on both the 3rd Avenue and 4th 
Avenue sides of the building. Specifically, the submittal described that a mechanical equipment 
hoist was required on the 3rd Avenue side of the building and would require use of a crane to install 
it. Additionally, this proposal detailed that the existing roof of the building would be replaced. 
After a review of this information, the PGC offered feedback to the project proponent on March 
5, 2019.  
On March 21, 2019, the PGC received an updated submittal from the project proponent that 
incorporated much of the PGC’s prior feedback into the project plans and now includes delaying 
multiple portions of the project until after the 2019 nesting season. Based upon a review of this 
information and discussions with the project proponent, the following measures have been 
incorporated into the project plans to ensure that impacts to the falcons are avoided and/or 
minimized. 
Avoidance Measures 

• The project includes the cleaning and pointing of the brick exterior of the building using 
scaffolding or a swing stage. All such façade work, including the use of scaffolding or a 
swing stage will be completed between August 1st and February 14th, outside of the nesting 
season. 
 

• The project requires that the existing roof of the building be replaced. This work has been 
rescheduled to occur between August 1st and February 14th, outside of the nesting season. 

Minimization Measures 

• A debris chute is required to extend to the 20th floor and will be located on the 4th Avenue 
side of the building to facilitate the interior demolition and renovations. The chute will be 
installed from the interior of the building and cranes will not be used during the installation. 
 

• A mechanical hoist will be required in order to transport equipment and personnel during 
the interior demolition and renovation work. This hoist has been repositioned to be on the 
4th Avenue side of the building and extend parallel to the debris chute. Two cranes will be 
required however they will also be positioned on the 4th Avenue side of the building in an 
effort to minimize impacts to the nesting pair. Immediately upon completing the necessary 
work, all cranes will be removed from the project area. Crane use during the nesting season 
(February 15th – July 31st) is limited to the hoist installation along 4th Avenue only.  
 

• Work required on the roof the building during nesting season (February 15th – July 31st) is 
limited to the disconnection of one cellular antenna and the dismantlement and removal of 
4 mechanical roof-top units. The PGC requests that this work be completed during April 
2019 concurrent with the installation of the mechanical hoist. Furthermore, this work 
should start that the point closest to the nest and progress away from the nest location. 
 

• Work proposed on the 3rd Avenue side of the building has been limited to the use of a 
drywall truck or extension boom within an existing alleyway with ingress at 3rd Avenue. 
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The boom will extend to the 3rd floor of the building to deliver necessary materials for the 
interior building work.  
 

• All window replacements that are required during the nesting season (February 15th – July 
31st) will occur from the building interior. 

Based upon the implementation of the above measures, a review of the PGC’s species specific 
information and discussions with the project proponent, the PGC had determined that impacts to 
nesting peregrine falcons will be avoided and minimized to the greatest extent possible. However, 
in the event that the falcons should exhibit agitated behavior such as excessive vocalization, the 
PGC should be contacted immediately to evaluated the situation and determine the appropriate 
next steps. 
 
This response represents the most up-to-date summary of the PNDI data files and is valid for two 
(2) years from the date of this letter.  An absence of recorded information does not necessarily 
imply actual conditions on site.  Should project plans change or additional information on listed 
or proposed species become available, this determination may be reconsidered. 
 
Should the proposed work continue beyond the period covered by this letter, please resubmit the 
project to this agency as an “Update” (including an updated PNDI receipt, project narrative and 
accurate map).  If the proposed work has not changed and no additional information concerning 
listed species is found, the project will be cleared for PNDI requirements under this agency for 
two additional years. 
 
This finding applies to impacts to birds and mammals only.  To complete your review of state and 
federally-listed threatened and endangered species and species of special concern, please be sure 
that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the PA Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources, and/or the PA Fish and Boat Commission have been contacted regarding this project 
as directed by the online PNDI ER Tool found at www.naturalheritage.state.pa.us. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Olivia A. Braun 
Environmental Planner 
Division of Environmental Planning & Habitat Protection 
Bureau of Wildlife Habitat Management 
Phone: 717-787-4250, Extension 3128 
Fax: 717-787-6957 
E-mail: Olbraun@pa.gov 
 
A PNHP Partner 

http://www.naturalheritage.state.pa.us/
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Completeness Checklist 
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

BUREAU OF POINT AND NON-POINT SOURCE MANAGEMENT 

 
Completeness Checklist 

 
The individual completing the component should use the checklist below to assure that all items are included in the 
module package.  The municipality should confirm that the required items have been included within 10 days of receipt, 
and if complete, sign and date the checklist. 
 
Sewage Collection and Treatment Facilities 
 

 Name and Address of land development project. 

 U.S.G.S. 7.5 minute topographic map with development area plotted. 

 Project Narrative. 

 Letter from water company (if applicable). 

 Alternative Analysis Narrative. 

 Details of chosen financial assurance method. 

 Proof of Public Notification (if applicable). 

 Name of existing collection and conveyance facilities. 

 Name and NPDES number of existing treatment facility to serve proposed development. 

 Plot plan of project with required information. 

 Total sewage flows to facilities table. 

 Signature of existing collection and/or conveyance Chapter 94 report preparer. 

 Signature of existing treatment facility Chapter 94 report preparer. 

 Letter granting allocation to project (if applicable). 

 Signature acknowledging False Swearing Statement. 

 Completed Component 4 (Planning Agency Review) for each existing planning agency and health department. 

 Information on selected treatment and disposal option. 

 Permeability information (if applicable). 

 Preliminary hydrogeology (if applicable). 

 Detailed hydrogeology (if applicable). 

 
Municipal Action 
 

 Component 3 (Sewage Collection and Treatment Facilities). 

 Component 4 (Planning Agency Comments and Responses). 

 Proof of Public Notification. 

 Long-term operation and maintenance option selection. 

 Comments, and responses to comments generated by public notification. 

 Transmittal Letter 

 

 

  
Signature of Municipal Official 

 
       

Date submittal determined complete 
 


