
Proposed Changes to Features 
Allowed Within Setbacks



The Zoning Board’s caseload has increased nearly 75 percent over the last 5 years 
(252 cases in 2012 to a projected 435 in 2016) 



● Despite adding hearing slots and dates, increasing the number of Board 
hearings heard in a year by 45 percent (from 305 to 435 cases in a year),  new 
hearings are currently being signed up for October, a 5 month wait



Three year total: 94% Approved without conditions; 5% approved with 
conditions; .05% (1 Case) denied in part





● Provide reasonable accommodations for access ramps
● Encourage use of renewable energy
● Create a zoning code that reflects Pittsburgh’s existing built 

form

Other Goals: 



Examples 



The existing primary structure (highlighted in blue) is built within the front and rear yard 
setbacks. Under the proposed code changes, the porch enclosure additions (highlighted in 
green) could be permitted by Administrator’s Exception because they do not extend beyond 
the existing building lines



The existing primary structure (highlighted in blue) is built within the side yard and front 
setbacks. Under the proposed code changes, an addition or deck  located within that 
footprint (highlighted in green) could be permitted by Administrator’s Exception



Under the proposed code changes, the pool (highlighted in red) would still require a variance 
because it encroaches further into the side yard setback than the existing structure 
(highlighted in blue)



The existing primary structure (highlighted in blue) complies with setback requirements. 
Under the proposed code changes, the deck (highlighted in red) would still require a variance 
because it encroaches into the side yard setback beyond the existing building line.



The existing primary structure (highlighted in blue) is built within the front  yard setback. 
Under the proposed code changes, the enclosure of the existing front porch (highlighted in 
red) would still require a variance because it encroaches further into that setback. 



The existing primary structure (highlighted in blue) is built within the side yard setback. 
Under the proposed code changes, the addition (highlighted in red) would still require a 
variance because it encroaches into the rear setback 



The existing primary structure (highlighted in blue) is built to the setback line. The proposed 
code changes would permit the HVAC unit (highlighted in green) in the side yard setback, with 
appropriate screening, by Administrator’s Exception



The above is an example of proposed structures to be built within setbacks.  New construction 
is unaffected by the proposed code changes and the above would still require ZBA approval




