Ordinance supplementing the Pittsburgh Code at Title Seven:  Business Licensing;  Article V: Trade Occupations  Service Businesses, By Adding A New Chapter at 780, Private Vehicle Towing, Setting Forth Requirements For Towing Business Registration, Tow Truck Driver Registration And General Requirements Related To Non-consensual and consensual Towing Of Private vehicles within the city of Pittsburgh 
The Council of the City of Pittsburgh hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1.
The Pittsburgh Code is hereby supplemented at Title Seven:  Business Licensing;  Article V: Trade Occupations  Service Businesses, By Adding A New Chapter at 780, as follows:

CHAPTER 780: TOWING BUSINESS LICENSING; TOW TRUCK DRIVER LICENSING

780.1 Definitions

Consent Tow means any tow of a vehicle initiated by the owner or operator of the vehicle or by a person who has possession, custody or the control of the vehicle. The term does not include a tow of a vehicle initiated by a police officer investigating a traffic accident incident that involves the vehicle. 

Non-consent tow means a tow that is conducted from a parking facility and without the consent of the owner or operator of the vehicle, but with the parking facility’s authorization 

Operating privilege means the privilege to apply for and obtain   a license to use as well as the privilege to use a vehicle on a highway as authorized in this title but not a contract, property right or civil right. (Mirrors PA Title 75)
Operator means the individual who is personally operating a wrecker 
Owner means a person, other than a lien holder, having the property right in or title to a vehicle. The term includes a person entitled to the use and be in possession of a vehicle subject to a security interest in another person, but excludes a lessee under a lease not intended as security. (As set forth in PA Title 75)
Preference Call means a call placed by the owner of a vehicle that requires towing 

Registration means the authority for a vehicle to operate on a highway as evidenced by the issuance of an identifying card and plate or plates. (As set forth in PA Title 75)
Tow Business means a legally established business engaged in, or offering the services of a vehicle wrecker or towing services, whereby motor vehicles are or may be towed or otherwise removed from one place to another by the use of a motor vehicle specifically adapted to and designed for that purpose 

Tow truck means any motor vehicle used for the purpose of towing or removing disabled, abandoned or wrecked vehicles. 

Tow truck license means the certification of registration issued to a tow truck company by the City of Pittsburgh listing all tow trucks licensed to operate for that tow company.  

780.2  QUALIFICATIONS OF APPLICANT BUSINESS

The Applicant must be a Tow Business, with its primary place of business being situated within or outside of the City of Pittsburgh, and operating within the City of Pittsburgh.  The Applicant shall be a legally organized business under the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. (e.g., corporation, subchapter S corporation, sole proprietorship or any other legal entity authorized by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania).

780.03  TOW BUSINESS LICENSE REQUIRED 

No Tow Business, with its primary place of business situated within or outside of the City of Pittsburgh, may tow vehicles within the City of Pittsburgh without first obtaining a license to do so from the license officer.

780.04 LICENSE APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

The tow business owner(s) with its primary place of business being situated within or outside of the City of Pittsburgh, shall provide the following information to the license officer upon application for the Tow Business license:

(a) Pennsylvania tax identification number;

(b) Name of the business entity, street address, telephone number and e-mail address of the primary place of business; 

(c) Name, address, telephone number and email of the principal owner(s) of the business;

(d) A telephone number where the principal owner(s) can be reached in the event of an emergency;

(e) Vehicle Identification Number (VIN), make, model year, and towing weight capacity of all tow vehicles owned, operated or otherwise controlled by the businesses;

(f)  a certificate of insurance indicating coverage for personal injury and property damage with limits of not less than two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000.00) per incident

(g) The name, address and photocopy of Pennsylvania driver license of each person employed or contracted by the tow business as a driver of a tow vehicle.

780.05 LICENSE AMENDMENTS

In the event that the information provided by the applicant changes during the term of the license (i.e., change of address, phone, equipment, employee/tow truck driver termination etc.) the applicant shall file all necessary amendments to the license application with the license officer within fifteen (15) calendar days of the occurrence of the change of information provided on the application.  

780.06  DISPLAY OF BUSINESS LICENSE NUMBER 

The primary place of a tow business shall place in a conspicuous place (i.e., on business signage) on the exterior of the location of the tow business the Tow Business License number issued to the applicant business by the license officer,   The license number shall be not less than four inches (4”) in height and boldface lettering (e.g., PGH TOW LIC.  TB12345).

(a) All vehicles utilized by the tow business for the towing of vehicles shall display in a conspicuous place on both sides of the towing vehicle the Tow Business license number.  The license number shall be not less than three inches (3”) in height and boldface lettering (e.g., PGH TOW LIC.  TB12345).

(b) Each tow vehicle utilized by the tow business shall affix to the tow vehicle’s front windshield, next to the vehicle state inspection stickers, a sticker indicating the year the license was issued.  The reverse side shall indicate the name of the tow business and the VIN number.  The license officer shall write in this information and initial it prior to issuance to the applicant. 

(c)  The license officer shall issue a windshield sticker for each vehicle the applicant lists on the license application.  The sticker shall be renewed annually and color coded for that given year. 

780.07 LICENSE FEE

(To be set by the department after determination of costs
The fee for a new Tow Business license shall be ($xx.xx).

The fee for renewal of the Tow Business license shall be ($xx.xx).

The fee to amend the Tow Business license shall be ($xx.xx).

The fee for a replacement or amended sticker shall be ($xx.xx)

780.08 TERM OF LICENSE

The license is valid for the calendar year in which it is issued

780.09 RENEWAL OF LICENSE

The license shall be renewed annually.  The license renewal period is November first (1st) through December thirty-first (31st) during normal business hours.  The new year sticker may be applied upon receipt. 

780.10 EXCEPTIONS 

Tow vehicles transporting vehicles through the city on interstate highways traversing the City of Pittsburgh are exempted from this ordinance.  In no case can the exemption apply if the tow originates within the in the City of Pittsburgh. 

780.11 EMEGENCY WAIVER
In the event of an emergency, the Director of Public Safety or the director’s designee can waive all tow license requirements for a period of time in which an emergency exists and that would require additional tow vehicles to be utilized during said emergency. 

(a) Notice of such a waiver must be submitted to the City Clerk in writing.  The City Clerk shall immediately present the waiver request to the City Council.  

(b) Approval of the Director’s waiver is requires approval by the majority of Council.  Approval can be effectuated by the Council with a signed interim approval or by vote at the legislative or standing committee meetings of Council.

(c) Said waiver would be in effect for a period of not more than seven (7) days 

(d) If the waiver extension is required beyond seven (7) days, the Director of Public Safety or Director’s designee shall request an extension, in writing from the Council of the City of Pittsburgh.  The continuation of the waiver can be renewed for a period of not more than five (5) days.  Additional continuing waivers can be requested by the Director of Public Safety or designee for additional periods of not more than five (5) days.  

780.12 TOW VEHICLE OPERATOR LICENSE REQUIRED

Any person operating a tow vehicle owned or controlled by duly licensed tow business as enumerated in Chapter 780 et seq. shall obtain a tow vehicle operator’s license from the license officer.  

780.13 QUALIFICATIONS OF APPLICANT

A tow vehicle operator license applicant shall be at least twenty (20) years of age at the time of the application for a tow vehicle operator license. A valid Pennsylvania driver’s license is sufficient to establish proof of age. 

780.14 LICENSE APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
To obtain a tow vehicle operator’s license the applicant shall provide the following information to the license officer 

(a) a valid unrestricted Pennsylvania driver’s license.  The License officer shall make facsimile (digitally or photocopy) to be maintained on file with the license officer; 

(b) name of the tow business the applicant is employed or contracted by;

(c) a notarized verification by the tow business licensee that the tow vehicle operator applicant is an employee or contractor of a duly licensed tow business and is authorized to be a tow vehicle operator for said business and is covered by the tow operators business insurance;

(d) in the event that the operator and business owner is one in the same, proof that the operator has also obtained a tow business license from the license officer is required.  

780.15 TERM OF LICENSE

The license is valid for the year in which it is issued.  In the event that the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (Penn DOT) revokes or restricts the operator’s driver’s license issued by Penn DOT, the applicant shall surrender the Pittsburgh Tow operator license immediately to the license officer. 

780.16 LICENSE RENEWAL

The license shall be renewed annually.  The license renewal period is November first (1st) through December thirty-first (31st) during normal business hours.  
760.17 TOW OPERATOR LICENSE

The license officer shall issue to a qualified applicant a license that:

(a) is five inches by five inches (5’”x5”) 

(b) photograph of the face of the applicant not less than three inches by three inches (3”x3”);

(c) the license number of the operator

(d) the name of the operator as it appears on the Pennsylvania driver’s license 

(e) the name of the tow business the operator who is the operator’s employer or contractor

(f) the year in which the operator’s license is valid.

780.18 DISPLAY OF TOW OPERATOR LICENSE 

The tow operator license must be affixed to the outer garments (e.g. coat, shirt hat) of the operator at all times while operating a tow vehicle.

780.19 LICENSE FEES

(to be set by the department after determination of costs
The initial application tow vehicle license fee shall be $xx.xx 

Renewal of license fee shall be $xx.xx

Replacement of a license shall be $xx.xx

If a tow operator license expires prior to renewal, the operator shall submit an initial application and shall be assed an initial application fee. 

780.20 PENALTY AND FINES

Anyone who is found to be operating a tow business within the City of Pittsburgh without the required business license shall pay a fine of up to Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) per each violation and is ineligible to obtain a tow business license for a period of one year from the conviction of this offense.

Anyone who is found to be operating a tow vehicle without displaying a valid operator license shall be fined Fifty Dollars ($50.00)

Anyone who is found to be operating a tow vehicle without a city issued tow drivers license shall be fined Five Hundred Dollars $500.00 and shall be ineligible from obtaining a tow operator license for a period of one (1) year from conviction of the offense. 

