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Zoning Text Amendment

Signs  (Electronic Signs)

Zoning:

All Zoning Districts

Proposal:
Council Bill 2010-216 (originally Council Bill 2008-721) amending the Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine, Zoning Code Article II, Chapter 919 Signs and Article VII, Chapter 921 Nonconformities
Action Required:
A Report and recommendation on the amended Council Bill to City Council

Date:
31 May 2011

Submitted To:
The Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh
From:
The Zoning Administrator

Findings of Fact

1. Council Bill Number 2010-216 (Originally Council Bill 2008-721) was introduced in City Council by Councilman Reverend Ricky Burgess and referred to Planning Commission for a recommendation.  The bill recognizes the use of electronic signs and regulates them as a form of both on premise (business identification) and off premise (billboards or advertising) signs.
2. The Bill has been amended to provide appropriate parameters for the use of this electronic signage technology.  Additionally the bill has been amended to address both on premise as well as off premise signs.  Such amendments were based on over two years of staff research, input from consultants with national experience related to land use law and lighting, public meetings, correspondence received, comments from the public at Planning Commission meetings, comments from the Planning Commission, and a lighting demonstration.

3. The Bill and amendments are designed to acknowledge and permit the use of the electronic sign technology (including but not limited to LEDs) while neither strengthening nor weakening the existing sign regulations.
4. Technical issues addressed include dwell time, twirl time, motion on the sign, and lighting intensity both at night and during daylight conditions. 
5. Guiding principle is to permit signs to convey information without dominating the scenic environment of the City of Pittsburgh.

6. Toward that end the staff recommends:

a) Permitting no motion on the sign;

b) Dwell time of 30 seconds;

c) Twirl Time of 0.25 seconds;

d) Night time limit of 250 nits;

e) Day time limit of 2500 nits.

7. Legal input confirmed that on and off premise signs may be regulated in distinct fashions.

8. Three general options were considered for off premise signs:

a) Do not permit electronic signs;
b) Permit electronic signs utilizing current off premise sign regulations related to reconstruction of nonconforming uses;
c) Permit electronic signs via a trade for static signs mechanism.
Option b is the staff recommendation.

9.
Off premise (advertising signs) would be permitted in the ASO-A District (Advertising Sign Overlay District A consisting of zoning districts UI and GI).
10.A mechanism for creating special sign design districts is provided.

11.A mechanism for addressing video displays at regional destination 
     facilities is provided.

Recommended Motion
That the Planning Commission recommend approval of Council Bill 2010-216 amending the Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine, Zoning Code, Article II Chapter 919 Signs and Article VII Chapter 921 Nonconformities as amended by staff. 
