Ordinance amending the Pittsburgh City Code pursuant to Ordinance No. 16 of 2009, enacted by City Council on June 30, 2009, adopting the amended Act 47 Financial Recovery Plan for the City of Pittsburgh dated May 21, 2009, pursuant to the Municipalities Financial Recovery Act, Act of July 10, 1987, P.L. 246, NO. 47., Section 101 et seq., As Amended,  53 P.S. Section 11701.11 et seq.

Whereas, the City of Pittsburgh is and remains a distressed municipality; and, 
Whereas, on December 4, 2007, Council passed Resolution 656 of 2007, petitioning the Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development to rescind the City’s status as a distressed municipality pursuant to the authority of the Municipalities Financial Recovery Act, Act of July 10, 1987, P.L. 246, No. 47, Section 101 et seq., as amended, 53 P.S. 11701.11 et seq. ("Act 47").
Whereas, the Secretary of the Commonwealth’s Department of Community and Economic Development, held a public hearing so the City could make its’ case; and, 
Whereas, then-Secretary Yablonsky, on July 16, 2008, denied the City’s request for rescission of the City’s distressed status and directed the Act 47 Coordinator to develop a blueprint for the City’s long-term recovery; and
Whereas, pursuant to that directive, on June 30, 2009, City Council enacted Ordinance 16 of 2009 adopting the Act 47 Amended Recovery Plan (the "Plan") proposed by the Coordinator; and
Whereas, the Recovery Plan requires that the City shall enact such new ordinances and shall

adopt such new resolutions and other official actions, and repeal, amend or interpret such current

Ordinances, resolutions or other official actions, and take all other actions required, to accomplish the initiatives set forth in the Recovery Plan; and
Whereas, §508 of the Home Rule Charter states “The capital budget shall be based on a proposed six year capital program which shall be updated each year and submitted to council by the mayor at least thirty days prior to the day the capital budget is submitted”; and
Whereas, the City has complied with that provision in the past; and, 
Whereas, the interests of the residents of the City are best served by said compliance; and, 

Whereas, this proposed legislation is consistent with the Plan’s requirements at pages 243 and 244;
Be it resolved that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1.
The Pittsburgh Code, Title One: Administrative, Article VII: Procedures, Chapter 161.25: Capital Budget, is hereby amended and supplemented, as follows:

[The final capital budget as published shall list an estimated cost range for each capital project or each group of capital projects.]
(a) The City shall develop a comprehensive, six-year Capital Improvement Plan (“CIP”) to be submitted to City Council with the annual operating and capital budgets each year.  The Capital Improvement Plan shall, once approved, shall be a public document and shall be published.
(b) The City shall create and maintain an interdepartmental committee composed of representatives of the Departments of Finance, City Planning, Public Works, the Mayor’s Office, the Controller’s Office, City Council, and other appropriate agencies that oversee the development of the annual capital plan, identification and selection of capital projects, and manages the implementation of the Capital Improvement Plan (“CIP”).
© The City shall create a formal definition of a capital expenditure.  Said definition shall specify which project(s) are eligible for funding through the City’s CIP.  Criteria shall, at a minimum, include a minimum project cost and a minimum estimated useful life.  Additionally, said definition shall exclude the use of debt-supported capital funds to purchase police cruisers.
(d) The Mayor shall adopt a timeline for the submission of departmental capital requests to allow thorough consideration prior to finalizing the annual Capital Budget and the updated six-year CIP.
(e) The City shall coordinate, as practical, with Allegheny County, local authorities and utility companies to best manage the life cycle and costs of the City’s assets.

(f) The City shall develop and make public a transparent set of criteria by which projects are prioritized and selected for inclusion in the CIP and the annual Capital Budget.  Criteria may include the following:
1. Availability to leverage alternative funding sources (state, federal, private, etc.);

2. Health and safety;

3. Departmental priority;

4. Service efficiency;

5. Statutory obligations and/or other legal mandates;

6. Impact on the City’s operating budget;

7. Council district equity

(g) The City’s CIP shall include a detailed identification of the sources and uses of capital funds over the capital plan period.  Additionally, the CIP shall include detailed project descriptions which contain, at a minimum, the following information about each project in the CIP:

1. Geographic Location (including Neighborhood, Census Tract and Census block group);
2. Description;

3. Estimated useful life;

4. Annual estimated project costs by project phase;

5. Annual estimated project funding sources;

6. Impact on the City’s operating budget, the costs and cost reductions

(h) The City shall produce and make public quarterly financial reports on the status of the CIP and shall include the following:

1. An overall report of the capital program;

2. The total amount of spending anticipated for each of the funding sources;

3. A detailed explanation of any variances between planned and actual expenditures;

4. The status of each project with descriptions of actual and projected expenditures compared to the budgeted expenditures;

5. Project milestones for each project and any variance between the planned schedule(s) and the actual schedules.

Section 2.  Upon passage, this ordinance shall take effect immediately.
