Whereas, The Spirit of King Award ceremony, occurring this year on January 13, 2005 at the Kingsley Center in East Liberty, marks its 17th year; and 

Whereas, established in 1989, The Spirit of King Award is still sponsored annually by its founding organizations:  the Kingsley Association, the Port Authority of Allegheny County and the Pittsburgh Pirates; and  

Whereas, The Spirit of King Award honors the lifetime achievements of local citizens who pursue human rights and equality, which exemplify the passion of civil rights activist, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; and 

Whereas, the names of this year’s awardees, Mrs. Florence Silberstein Reizenstein (1901-1970) and Reverend Elmer Louis Williams (1931-1990) will be added to the bronze plaque located in the Martin Luther King, Jr. East Busway Wilhelmina Byrd-Brown Parklet, named after the award’s first recipient, now totaling 25 honorees.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Pittsburgh City Council provide each 2005 awardee of The Spirit of King Award, Mrs. Reizenstein and Reverend Williams, with an individual promulgation that follows, respectively, and together with this introduction are considered one proclamation, in three parts; and 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that January 13, 2005 be declared The Spirit of King Day in the City of Pittsburgh in honor of the lifework of Mrs. Florence Silberstein Reizenstein and Reverend Elmer Louis Williams. 
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Whereas, Mrs. Florence Silberstein Reizenstein (March 27, 1901-June 8, 1970) is awarded The Spirit of King Award 2005 in recognition of her lifework as a community activist; and 

Whereas, as the youngest child of six, Mrs. Reizenstein learned at an early age how to “take a stand,” winning the respect of  her older siblings,  and as an adult, by establishing and administrating several organizations with the mission to advance human rights and ameliorate community life and education; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Reizenstein founded the Pittsburgh Fair Employment Commission on Human Relations, presently know as the Pittsburgh Commission on Human Relations; the Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission, serving as the first woman commissioner; served as founding president of the United Jewish Foundation and founded the first local chapter of ADA; and  

Whereas, Mrs.Reizenstein administered several organizations to improve education, she founded and served as vice president of the Negro Educational Emergency Drive (NEED), a non-profit organization first organized to provide financial assistance to 76 African-American high school students who demonstrated a deep desire to begin or continue their post-secondary education; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Reizenstein was involved in Women in Urban Crisis, an organization whose mission was to end violence in schools to  improve the quality of education;  she was an active member of numerous organizations including the NAACP, the Urban League, the National Conference of Christians and Jews and the United Nations Association of Pittsburgh; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Reizenstein was the recipient of numerous awards:  only the third person in the United states to win the Herbert Lehman Israel Award; named Distinguished Daughter of Pennsylvania in 1964; received  the Sojourner Truth Citation from the National Association of Business Women; and the Herman Fineberg B’nai B’rith Humanitarian Award, which she earned with her husband, Louis—both the parents of two children.  In 1975, the Pittsburgh Board of Education opened a new school naming it the “Florence Reizenstein Middle School” in recognition of her commitment to improve the quality of education.  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Pittsburgh City Council joins in lauding the lifetime work of  Mrs. Florence Silberstein Reizenstein  whose footprints bear witness to her walk in the pursuit of  human rights and equality, improving life in our city. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that January 13, 2005 be declared The Spirit of King Day in the City of Pittsburgh in honor of the lifework of Mrs. Florence Silberstein Reizenstein and Reverend Elmer Louis Williams. 
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Whereas, Reverend Elmer Louis Williams (October 13, 1931-January 13, 1990)   is awarded The Spirit of King Award 2005 in recognition of her lifework as a community activist; and

Whereas, Reverend Williams began his pastoral and civil rights leadership at an early age, initiated  through baptism on his 11th birthday in the Hackensack River of Elizabeth, New Jersey and the  tutelage of his grandmother, which he would later undergirt with the many teachings of his assassinated  friend, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; and 

Whereas, in September of 1969, Reverend Williams was called from the First Baptist Church in Vauxhall, New Jersey, where he was already involved in the desegregation of public schools and the King marches, to pastor the Sixth Mount Zion Baptist Church in East Liberty where he used his fiery teaching and preaching style to stimulate the spiritual growth of the community and champion for the improvement of public school education; and  

Whereas, in his efforts to nurture the community by example, Reverend Williams completed many projects to renovate Sixth Mount Zion and expand its physical boundaries, thereby  improving the community- at- large,  for example, the church purchased and renovated  the homes on Farlson Square, now named in his honor, " Elmer L. Williams Square;" and 
Whereas, Reverend Williams served as Executive Director of  Pittsburgh Opportunities Industrialization Centers, Inc. and as member of the Pittsburgh School Board, where he was responsible for developing desegregation plans for the entire district; and    

Whereas, a sought-after lecturer, Reverend Williams taught classes on the black church at the University of Pittsburgh and served as a member of its board of trustees, he was also an instructor at the Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and Community College of Allegheny County; and

Whereas, Reverend Williams was co-organizer of the East End Baptist Fellowship, lifetime member of the NAACP, spiritual advisor for the Pittsburgh Alumni Choral, moderator of the Pittsburgh Area Allegheny Union Baptist Association, and served two and one-half years as President of the Pennsylvania Baptist State Convention, Inc.; and

Whereas, in his spare time, Reverend Williams published several articles including "The Black Preacher in the Community," "The Black Preacher's Call to Education,” and "Elements of a Worship Service," and he and his wife, Marjorie, raised nine children.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Pittsburgh City Council joins in lauding the lifetime work of Reverend Elmer Louis Williams whose footprints bear witness to his walk in the pursuit of human rights and equality, improving life in our city. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that January 13, 2005 be declared The Spirit of King Day in the City of Pittsburgh in honor of the lifework of Mrs. Florence Silberstein Reizenstein and Reverend Elmer Louis Williams. 
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