Resolution calling upon the Pittsburgh Board of Public Education to place a moratorium on the closing of Pittsburgh Public Schools for the 2014-2015 school year for the purpose of convening public hearings throughout the community and also convening working sessions with School Board Elected Representatives and Administration, the Mayor, City Council Representatives, City Treasurer and the Controller of the Pittsburgh School District and City of Pittsburgh
WHEREAS, the Pittsburgh Board of Public Education has been working diligently over the past decade to improve educational tools, right size classrooms, and provide choice curriculums, with the ultimate goal of improving academic success for students; and

WHEREAS, changes in teacher and student expectations and curriculums, coupled with serious financial debt, has resulted in many schools being closed and consolidated; and

WHEREAS, state funding plays a role in the district’s fiscal position, and upcoming elections will shape the educational agenda and budgeting decisions for the 2014 and 2015 school year; and
WHEREAS, it is imperative that city and school officials collaborate to discuss the impact that school closings have on the overall vitality of the District and City as a whole; 

Be it resolved by the Council of the City of Pittsburgh as follows:

Section 1.  The Council of the City of Pittsburgh hereby calls upon the Pittsburgh Board of Public Education to place a moratorium on the closing of Pittsburgh Public Schools for the 2014-2015 school year for the purpose of convening public hearings throughout the community and also convening working sessions with School Board Elected Representatives and Administration, the Mayor and City Council Representatives, City Treasurer and the Controller of the Pittsburgh School District and City of Pittsburgh. 
.
