WHEREAS,  the Pittsburgh Chapter of the National Italian American Sports Hill of Fame was established in 1986 to honor and recognize Western Pennsylvania’s outstanding Italian American athletes and notable members of the Italian American community who have distinguished themselves through their significant contributions both on an off the playing field; and,


WHEREAS, the Pittsburgh Chapter has inducted over 100 Italian American athletes from the Greater Pittsburgh region, some who are nationally known athletes, others who are amateurs who made their impact on the local sporting scene representing a wide array of sports, including baseball, football, boxing, soccer and auto racing; and,

 
WHEREAS, each year, the Pittsburgh Chapter, in addition to induction, presents achievement awards to outstanding individuals in the community and scholarships to exceptional Italian American students in financial need; and,


WHEREAS, the following individuals will be honored at the 22nd Annual Awards and Scholarship Banquet to be held on Sunday, March 30, 2008, at the Westin Conventional Hotel:
    MAN OF THE YEAR

Lou Grippo




JOE NATOLI COMMUNITY ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

     Sam Commendatore

     FRANK A. SANTAMARIA LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Bill Cardille

MEDICAL PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR 
             BUSINESS PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR

     Dr. Arcangela M Lattari Balest




        Vito DeSalvo

DOMENIC T. ROPPA AWARD 




SPORTSWOMAN OF THE YEAR

      Frank Vittor (posthumously)




        Amy Palmiero-Winters

COACH OF THE YEAR





ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

      Lou Cerro







        Andrew Taglianetti

HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES




PITTSBURGH LEGEND
     Gino Cimoli
     Dave Palone





        Craig Patrick

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh does convey its best wishes to the new inductees and the honorees and does hereby declare Sunday, March 30, 2008 to be “Pittsburgh Chapter of the National Italian American Sports Hall of Fame Day” in the City of Pittsburgh.
SPONSORED BY COUNCIL PRESIDENT DOUGLAS SHIELDS

CO-SPONSORED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS REV. RICKY V. BURGESS, DAN DEASY, PATRICK DOWD, DARLENE HARRIS, BRUCE A. KRAUS, JIM MOTZNIK,
TONYA PAYNE AND BILL PEDUTO
