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The City of Pittsburgh
Department of Mobility & Infrastructure




STAFF MEMO 
 
TO:           Kim Lucas, Director		
 
FROM:     Jen Massacci, Engineer Tech 3
 
CC:           Angie Martinez, Assistant Director 

RE:           DOMI-EN-2023-01902 - 6314 Broad Street – The Hound Haus Project
 
DATE:     5/1/2023
 


APPLICANT: Tom Lafe on behalf of Stella Property Group, LLC


REQUEST TO VACATE:   

[bookmark: _Int_biJiQHLN]DOMI denied the applicants vacation application and requested the applicant to re-apply for an encroachment plan. The location is currently used as a parking lot, that was constructed in an open, but unused triangular portion of Broad Street (Photo 1).  This is an existing unpermitted encroachment.   

 DOMI REVIEW:  

Tom Lafe is proposing to convert the parking lot into a landscaped area. The proposed reconstruction will be developed into an outdoor off-leash, safe dog park and no longer used as a parking lot.   

1. Width of proposed encroachment: (variable)
2. Length of proposed encroachment: 212.55 ft

Utility Clearance: 
All utilities have signed off with no objections.

Legislation:

Interdepartment Memos: 
Notification was sent for approval on 05/3/2023. No objections were also returned on the street vacation request.

Approvals/No Objection returned on:   
· Finance- No obj
· Law’ Response- It would be in DOMI’s best interest to have policies and procedures for encroachments available to the public, because I anticipate that the property owner and City Council will have questions on how the encroachment permit and encroachment differ (aside from owning the property). From Law’s perspective, we’d want to ensure that the City is covered as an additional insured by an insurance policy and through an indemnification provision in the permit.
· DPW- 
· PLI- 
· Zoning- 
· District 9 -
· No response from PLI, DPW, Council.

Traffic Review 
Law – Sent to Law on 1/10 to determine if an encroachment is sufficient in lieu of encroachment.  Law approved if we receive the proper insurance, and we are included on the policy as an additional insured.

PHOTO 1:   Areial view of proposed vacated portion 

[image: ]

PHOTO 2: Survey of proposed encroachment area
[image: ]


PHOTO 3: Site plan submitted to Zoning with encroachment - DCP-ZDR-2022-09247 – Zoning has not yet issued the ZDR, waiting on DOMI.  
[image: ]
PHOTO 4 & 5:   Site plan after encroachment.  Zoning requested the placement of street trees.
[image: ]
[image: ]

PHOTO 6: Fencing for enclosed dog area

[image: ]

RECOMMENDATION:

DOMI staff’s recommendation is to approve this encroachment application.  This portion of Broad Street serves no cartway purpose and is currently used as a parking lot.  We denied the vacation request to reserve the right-of-way.
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