WHEREAS, on June 5, 2003, the Sickle Cell Society will sponsor the first “Sickle Cell Awareness Breakfast” at the Kaufmann Auditorium at the Hill House Association; and

WHEREAS, Sickle Cell disease continues to leave lives disrupted and families facing emotional and financial struggles.  It still remains a major health issue in the African American community; and

WHEREAS, the comprehensive community-based research and medical treatment center is the first of its kind in the United States using a holistic approach in providing care to its clients; and

WHEREAS, The purpose of the awareness breakfast is threefold.  The first is to provide an update regarding the accomplishments the Society is making in its fight against sickle cell disease.  Secondly, the Society will honor Levi Walker, M.D., who as the Society’s Medical Director has unselfishly supported the Society over the past sixteen years.  Thirdly, the financial support will help assist individuals and families affected by sickle cell disease with their continuous medical and social service needs; and

WHEREAS, Sickle Cell Society dedicated Board of Directors, Executive Director, Medical Staff and Support Team are devoted to constantly providing and making available the very best care for their clients.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh, does hereby recognize and commend the Sickle Cell Society for their advocate and education efforts to preserve and save the lives of those suffering from a genetic disease that is a major threat to the African American community.   

Sponsored by Councilwoman Twanda Carlisle

Co-Sponsored by Councilman Sala Udin

