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PCTV’s mission is to empower, educate, and
enhance the community through media. That’s what
we do, day in and day out. We give voice to
Pittsburgh’s diverse communities by giving them
access to the tools and resources needed to
create and distribute noncommercial media. It’s
what we’ve been doing for 38 years and it’s what
we’ll continue to do as long as the community
needs us. And the community does need us, now
more than ever. Whether you are new to PCTV or
an old friend, this annual report will give you a
snapshot of what PCTV did in 2023. If you aren’t
involved with us, hopefully these pages will inspire
you to become a member of PCTV and begin
producing programming. To learn more, reach out
to me personally at the contact info below.
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Message from the
Executive Director

John Patterson
Executive Director
john@pctv21.org
412-322-7570
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Services
Building Community Through Media

Create Programming

TV Shows
Podcasts
Nonprofit Videos
Event Videos
Shorts for Social and Web

Distribute & Watch

Comcast 21 & 1070
Verizon 47
Apple TV, ROKU, Fire TV
iOS, Apple devices
www.pctv21.org

Learn Media

Video Production
Digital Editing
Podcasting
360 Video

Production Resources

2TV/Podcast Studios
Edit Lab
Portable gear
Experienced Staff

Outreach

Community Media Awards
Northside Northshore Chamber
Pittsburgh Airport Area Chamber
Alliance for Community Media

Production Services

PCTV available for hire
TV show production
Event Coverage
Nonprofit Promotional Videos

PCTV makes media accessible to the public by providing low
cost access to media education, media production facilities,
media production equipment and program distribution.  
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Membership
Who can be a member of PCTV?

Membership Benefits

Media Training
Discount on Studio Time
Studio Technician with Studio
Project Guidance
Airtime on PCTV Network
Own your own Content
Edit Lab for self-serve edits
Portable camera gear

Costs

$250/year for City of Pittsburgh residents
$350/year for Allegheny County residents
$50 hour for studio time
Ability to get underwriters to cover your costs

How to Join & Use

Pay Your Fee
Take Intro Training
Propose Your Project
Schedule Additional Training
Begin Producing

Who Joins PCTV & Why

Smart People and Organizations
Nonprofits who need to get the word out
Businesses with Expertise to share
Individuals with an interest, talent, or passion
To raise awareness of community issues
To promote events and happenings
To celebrate what's important to you
To give kids a positive outlet
To have fun and put a spotlight on Pittsburgh

Any individual, nonprofit or business in Allegheny County can
become a member of PCTV.  Membership gives you all the tools
to create and distribute noncommercial programming on PCTV's
network.  To learn more about membership, contact Director of
Communications and Engagement Carl Cimini at carl@pctv21.org
or 412-322-7570 ext. 301. 



Annual Report 2023

Create Programming
What's on PCTV?

Programming Numbers

2,025 hours of programming
1,903 shows aired
472 shows produced at PCTV
862 hours Free Speech TV
191 hours from Nonprofits

Notable Nonprofits Served

Focus On Renewal
One Northside
Afro American Music Institute
A+ Schools
League of Women Voters
Manchester Citizens Corp.
National Council of Negro Women
Marylloyd Claytor Dance Co.
Nash Knowledge
Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts
Alzheimer’s Association
SLB Radio
Steel City Sports World
WQED Film Academy
Urban Impact
Wesley Family Services
Pittsburgh Public Schools
NEED Scholarship
1 Hood Media
B-PEP

Program Categories

Arts, Film, Culture
Community
General Interest/Talk Show
Health & Lifestyle
Music & Entertainment
News, Issues & Public Affairs
Religious & Spiritual
Sports and Recreation
Youth

A little bit of everything.  And it's designed that way.  Because
what you see on PCTV is by and for the community.  Here's a
snapshot of our programming from 2023.
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PCTV ED John
Patterson Wins Award!
On February 25, 2023, PCTV Executive Director John Patterson was presented
with the Officer Eric G. Kelly Memorial Award for Unselfish Service.  The award was
presented by Dr. Alfred Brown, Pastor of Hope Chapel Church and a longtime
member of PCTV.  The award is named after Pittsburgh Police Officer Eric G. Kelly
who heroically lost his life in the line of duty in 2009.  Mr. Patterson also received a
certificate of honorable recognition for creating “unbiased opportunities” for
everyone through the medium of public access media to freely avail themselves of
expression.

Congratulations John!
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Congrats to the winners
and nominees of the
GPCMA 2023!
We had the great honor of once again hosting the Greater Pittsburgh Community
Media Awards at Alloy 26 in Nova Place on October 19th.  Awards were given out
in 13 categories and attendees enjoyed food and drink from the Fabled Table and
Ace Bartenders.  Jessica Lee and Mark Strickland warmed up the crowd with some
outstanding Jazz.  Andrew Stockey was our virtual emcee.  Congrats to all the
winners and nominees. (photos by Ricco Martello)
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Learn Media
What can you learn at PCTV?

Classes Offered

PCTV Online Info Session
Online Orientation
Adobe Premiere Basics
Intro to 360 Video
Podcasting Using Audacity
Orientation REV Up
Underwriting

The 2023 Numbers

30 classes offered
66 training certifications

Underwriting

In 2023, PCTV began offering
the opportunity for members
to seek underwriters for their
programs to help offset the
cost of producing at PCTV. 
This begins with our
underwriting class.  We are
happy to report that several
members have been quite
successful!

Orientation Rev Up

In 2023, PCTV switched things
up and started a new class
called Orientation Rev Up.  This
two meeting class gets
participants “revved up” by
giving them a crash course in
producing in the studio and field. 
By the time they finish the class,
members are eligible to start
booking the studio and checking
out cameras.  This class is one
way PCTV tries to make things
easy for the public we serve.

Lots.  We're all about teaching and learning at PCTV.  Learning
media at PCTV is the beginning of a journey that can take you
places you never imagined.  Here's a snapshot of training at PCTV
in 2023.
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Outreach
How do people learn about PCTV?

Active Membership

PCTV is actively engaged with
the Northside Northshore
Chamber, and the Community
Bridge Building Network.  
These longstanding
community organizations are
a great way to build
awareness of PCTV.

Word of Mouth

The number one way people
learn about PCTV is word of
mouth.  Why?  Because the
opportunity PCTV has to offer
is so incredible, people have
to share it.  Spread the word!

Take a Tour

One of the best ways to learn
about PCTV is to take a tour.  
Your personal tour will give
you an inside view of PCTV.  
You'll learn about membership
and all the benefits we offer.  
Schedule today!

Greater Pittsburgh CMA

The Greater Pittsburgh
Community Media Awards is an
annual event designed to
celebrate community media in
our region.  Working with our
partners Bethel Park Public
Access, City Channel Pittsburgh,
and Monroeville Municipal TV, in
2023 we presented the Seventh
Annual edition of this beloved
event.  WTAE's Andrew Stockey
hosted.  Check it out here.

Here are the many ways we reach out to the community. 
Interested in a tour? Contact Carl Cimini, Director of
Communications and Engagement, at carl@pctv21.org or 412-322-
7570 ext. 301.

https://northsidechamberofcommerce.com/
https://northsidechamberofcommerce.com/
http://www.communitybridge-buildingnetwork.com/
http://www.communitybridge-buildingnetwork.com/
https://youtu.be/Wl5hPjmxT-g?feature=shared
mailto:carl@pctv21.org
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Distribute & Watch
Where can I see PCTV?

Viewing Outlets

Pittsburgh Comcast 21
Pittsburgh Comcast 1070 (HD)
Pittsburgh Verizon 47
Apple TV
ROKU
Fire TV
iOS
pctv21.org
Facebook
YouTube

Facebook Live

Many of our members take
advantage of our ability to go
on Facebook Live when using
the studio, which allows you
to build an instant, interactive
audience.

How to Watch if you
Don't Have Cable

Fret not all you cord cutters out
there.  If you don't have cable
you can still watch us.  Click here
to go to our web stream and
here to learn how to download
the ROKU, Apple TV, Fire TV
apps.  Download our iOS app in
the AppStore to watch on your
iPhone or iPad.

PCTV is on your TV, your phone, and your computer.  We're
worldwide now so there's no excuse not to watch PCTV!   
Members who produce programs get them distributed across our
network of 10 different outlets.

https://www.pctv21.org/copy-of-how-to-roku-apple-fire-vide
https://www.pctv21.org/copy-of-how-to-roku-apple-fire-vide
https://www.pctv21.org/copy-of-how-to-roku-apple-fire-vide
https://www.pctv21.org/watch-live
https://www.facebook.com/PCTVpgh/
https://www.youtube.com/user/pctv21
https://www.pctv21.org/watch-live
https://www.pctv21.org/copy-of-how-to-roku-apple-fire-vide
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We're worldwide!  No kidding.  With the addition of Apple TV,
ROKU, FireTV, and iOS for iPhone and iPad, there really is no
excuse not to watch PCTV.  If all else fails, you can watch on
our website at pctv21.org.

The PCTV
Network
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Production Resources
What production resources does PCTV provide?

Studio Resources

PCTV's facility features two
studios equipped for
television production or
podcasts.  Both studios have
3 Canon XF 305 cameras,
teleprompter and full HD
lighting.  You can also green
screen your heart out in both
studios. 

Studio Usage

By far our most popular
resource are the studios we
provide.  In 2023, the studio
was used 321 times for 963
hours.

Editing
PCTV's edit lab features 5
high powered computers
loaded with Adobe Premiere
and Adobe Creative Cloud.

Podcasting

There are two ways to do a
podcast at PCTV.  You can do it
with staff assistance in one of
our studios or you can do it
yourself with our podcast gear.  
Includes laptop, USB
microphones, boom arms,
headphones, USB audio
interface, Zoom recorder, shock
mounts, and pop filters.  Not only
can you do a podcast, you can
look professional doing it.

PCTV is a one stop shop for everything you need to create and
distribute media.  Here is a look at what we provided in 2023.

Portable Gear

Canon XA 35 cameras
Tripods
Microphones
Insta360 video cameras
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Notable Projects
Here are some notable projects from 2023.

PCTV On Location

PCTV On Location takes
viewers around the city to
check out interesting people,
places and events.  For our
inaugural show, we covered
the Northside Northshore
Chamber’s 2023 Annual
Luncheon.  Check it out here.

Pathways to Wellness

Massage therapist Joan Gennarini
has a passion for healing.  Her new
show “Pathways to Wellness”, 
demonstrates the healing benefits
of massage and other treatments.
Check out the show here.

Inside PCTV

Inside PCTV is just what it
sounds like, an inside look at
all things PCTV.  This year we
interviewed fitness guru Paul
Green, comedian Stefon
Braxton, and Executive
Director Joy Ruff from the
Local Government Academy. 
Check it out here.

Thoughts for Today

This year Michele Ellison started a
new show called “Thoughts for
Today” featuring discussions with
experts in a range of fields
including climate change,
reparations, and grieving.  Check
out Michele’s show here. 

PCTV On Location, Inside PCTV, Pathways to Wellness, and
Thoughts for Today are 4 new shows that premiered this year.

https://youtu.be/nXJ_BLe3BqA?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/KjRhRpufJeg?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/j2Eu50BYDlk?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/j2Eu50BYDlk?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/zuFc4NiXpo4?feature=shared
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Supporters
How can you help PCTV?

Platinum ($2,500 & Over)
Rivers Casino

Supporter ($100 - $249)
Larry Berger
Ron Roston
NEED Scholarship
Paul Weisel
Rev. Arlene Bates
Dirt Doctors (Tim Maloney)

Friend (up to $99)
Kathleen Rawlins
Nora Parker Carter
Susan Brozek Scott
James Anderson
Gwendolyn Whittick

One way you can help is by donating to PCTV. Due to the drop in
cable subscribers over the last several years, PCTV funding has
dropped more than 50%. Your contribution can help close the gap. 
A big thank you to all the businesses and individuals who
supported us in  2023.

Gold ($1,000 - $2,499)

Reed Smith

Silver ($500 - $999)
Riverside Center for Innovation
Realtors Association of
Metropolitan Pittsburgh
Afro-American Music Institute

Bronze ($250 - $499)
Ascent Systems
Bookminders
FiveStar (Lou Camerlengo)
Key Bank
Liberty Insurance Agency
Trinity Commercial Development
Telvue
Texolve
Black Women for Positive
Change

How to Donate
To donate on our website, click
here.  If you'd prefer, you can also
mail your contribution to PCTV,
1300 Western Avenue, Pgh, PA
15233.  You can also donate by
phone by calling us at 412-322-
7570.  

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=PEEYKF9Y8TD9L&ssrt=1683316297892
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Financial Highlights
Where does the money come from?

Total Revenue
Total Revenue $397,386

Construction Loan
PCTV borrowed money in 2015 to
renovate its facility.  In 2023, we
paid off $28,933.02 of the
balance, bringing the total
remaining liability down to
$96,859.87.

Financial Responsibility

PCTV is required to be audited
annually by an independent
accountant.  We are happy to
report that we have once again
received an unmodified opinion
from our auditor.  In plain English,
that's good!  Our audited financial
statement is included at the end of
this report.

PCTV operates under a contract with the City of Pittsburgh which
is funded by the cable franchise agreements with Comcast and
Verizon.  Increasingly we have to raise funds from other sources
as Pittsburgh city residents continue to cut the cord.  Here are
some financial highlights from 2023.

All Revenue Sources
City Contract $297,099
Foundation Support $12,500
Production Services $8,724
Membership $20,630
Donations $2,503
Underwriting $7,250
Interest Income $6,108
Tax Credits $41,994
Fundraisers $578

PCTV generated $100,287 from
sources other than the city
contract, representing 25.2 % of
revenue.

Non-Franchise Sources
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Board and Staff
Who runs this place anyway?

Board of Directors

Amber Farr, President
Executive Director
Grantmakers of Western PA

Kyle Higgins, Secretary
Attorney
Reed Smith

Michael Freker
Director of Planned Giving
Catholic Diocese of Pgh

Landis Irwin
Director of Development
Crossroads Foundation

Staff

John H. Patterson
Executive Director

Gladys Jelks
Director of Operations & Programming

Carl Cimini
Director of Communications &
Engagement

Doug Drew
Production Manager

Tony Cherby
Production Technician

Kris Veenis
Video Instructor

Without a great board and staff, it just wouldn't happen.  
Thankfully, we have a great team with loads of experience.  You
can contact any member of the board or staff by writing to:  
Pittsburgh Community Television, 1300 Western Avenue,
Pittsburgh, PA  15233.  Or call us at 412-322-7570.
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PCTV has served the community since 1986.  That's 38 years!  No
organization can stay around that long without the support of a lot of
people.  Thank you to everyone past and present who has helped make
PCTV what it is today.

Thank You!

1300 Western Avenue Pittsburgh, PA  15233

412-322-7570

www.pctv21.org

https://www.pctv21.org/

















































































