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Squirrel Hill Historical Society

City Clerk’s Office
City-County Building, Room 510
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Dear City Clerk:

The enclosed petition requesting a public hearing is being submitted by board members of the Squirrel
Hill Historical Society because we feel very strongly that Serpentine Drive in Schenley Park should be
reopened to cars when repairs are completed. It seems illogical to permanently close one of the only two
routes that connect the north side of the park with the south side (Panther Hollow Bridge being the other)
without forcing traffic to go on long and hazardous detours outside the park. Bikes can share the road
with cars, but trucks are prohibited in the park.

We feel this is both a historical and safety issue. A fact sheet about our position is enclosed.

We hope you consider our request for a public hearing. Serpentine Drive was intended from the start of
the park in 1889 to be a driving road. Keeping this beautiful driving road closed to cars after a $2.5
million repair job doesn’t make sense to us.

Thank you.

Officers and Board Members of the Squirrel Hill Historical Society
Jim Hammond, President

Helen Wilson, Vice President

Alex Musicante, Vice President

Todd Miller

Audrey Glickman

Rodney Permigiani

Tony Indovina

Toby Chapman



The Squirrel Hill Historical Society Board’s Position on
Reopening Serpentine Drive in Schenley Park to Cars

The SHHS Board believes Serpentine Drive should be reopened
to cars for both historical and safety reasons.

The SHHS opposes DOMI’s current plan to keep Serpentine Drive closed to cars and open
only to cyclists and pedestrians. DOMI says the road isn’t wide enough for all three. The SHHS
Board feels Serpentine was designed for vehicles and should be returned to that use when
repairs are completed, and that pedestrian use should be restricted because parallel trails exist
that go to the same places. (Bicyclists can use the road regardless.) Below are the reasons the
SHHS Board holds this position. We are in the process of petitioning City Council to hold a
public hearing to discuss this issue.

1. Schenley Park opened in 1889. From its inception, the then-300-acre, now 454-acre park was
designed to be a grand CITY park, with attractions scattered throughout and events that drew, and still
draw, thousands of people. The large size of the park necessitated a system of carefully designed roads for
vehicles and bicycles that allow people to travel through the park to widely spaced venues without having
to leave it. ONLY two roads keep traffic within the park when going from the north side of the park to the
south side. Serpentine is one. The other is the Panther Hollow Bridge, currently closed. The deep Panther
Hollow ravine divides the two sides of the park.

2. From the very beginning of the park, Serpentine Drive was intended to be a driving road, never a
pedestrian trail. Several safe and scenic walking trails parallel Serpentine.

3. Atthe top of Serpentine Drive, there is nothing close enough to walk to except the Neill Log House,
golf course, and homes close by. Few people will drive to Serpentine just to walk it, while people can drive
the road to get to other places in the park and to Oakland.

4. The number of people walking and cycling on Serpentine is very small, as we observe from the times
we work at the Neill Log House. We see very few walkers and bikers on Serpentine. Most stay on E.
Circuit Road because it’s flat. -

5. Serpentine is probably not ADA compliant and possibly never could be.

6. Very few pedestrians (and cyclists) will use Serpentine at night or in inclement weather, while cars
and bicycles can use Serpentine anytime the park is open.

7. The Police and Park Rangers say the closure of Serpentine impacts emergency response time in the
park. (We’re not talking about ambulances and firetrucks, only first-response vehicles.)

8. Serpentine cost $2.5 million to repair, according to last year’s city budget—a whole lot of money for a
short walking trail that few pedestrians use.

9. Accident statistics show that reported accidents INCREASED along the hazardous detour routes
(narrow Bartlett, Belgium-block Murdoch, sidewalk-less Darlington, congested Wightman)

10. The only opposing views the SHHS Board has heard are, “It’s fun to walk on” and “it’s redundant.” The
SHHS Board feels the road is NOT redundant. It keeps traffic safely in the park instead of routing it into
nearby residential streets, some with no sidewalks. And when people say it’s a nice place to walk, when
asked how many times they walk it, they say, “Oh, maybe once in a while.”
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