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	Department
	Office of Equity
	Preparer
	Joshua Lamonde
	Standing Committee Representative
	Oliver Beasley, Chuck Durham, Jennifer Olzinger, Joshua Lamonde
	Type of Legislation
	Contract Authorization


Description of Legislation
The City of Pittsburgh’s MWDBE participation has increased in the past years, but the methodology behind identifying marginalized business owners has not changed. While notable progress has been made by the City to offer more contract dollars to minority owned businesses, the City has no current grasp on the availability of minority businesses, nor does the City have quantifiable data on MWDBE businesses by industry, region, etc. With this in mind, the City would benefit greatly from a modern disparity study. The Office of Equity solicited proposals seeking counsel on how to construct such a disparity study, including which criteria should be identified in a modern disparity study. The proposed awardee has years of legal experience in identifying critical disparity metrics, as well as the construction and application of modern disparity studies. 

	Total Cost
	$ 26,200

	Frequency of Expenditure
	☒ One-Time
	☐ Multi-Year

	Funding Source
	☒ Operating
	☐ Capital
	☐ Grant
	☐ Trust Fund

	Is this item budgeted?
	☒ Yes
	☐ No



JDE Account Information
11101.102100.53.53901.2021


Additional Operational Costs
N/A

Impact on City Revenue
The selected award will result in a more equitable distribution of City contract dollars in both the short and long term. Additionally, the construction of a modern disparity study will provide the City with legal justification for MWDBE business selection, insulating the City from litigation.





SR 11/10/2021

If the resolution authorizes a professional services contract, complete this page:

	Method of Procurement
Select one.
	☒ RFP
	☐ Signed Waiver from OMB
	☐ Amendment to Existing Contract
Do not fill out the rest of the form.



Name of Vendor and Award Justification
Tydings & Rosenberg LLP will provide the requisite comparable services within our budget. Mr. Franklin Lee who is a partner at this company will be largely responsible for most of the work. He has the background, expertise and experience in conducting Disparity Studies, and working on developing policies for small, local, and Minority / Women Business Enterprises nationally. They will also engage MWDBEs as partners for this study.

Other Respondents
The Mountain Whisper Light, Inc.

Selection Criteria
Performance History and Qualifications-35%
Approach and Methodology-35%
Local Tailoring-15%
Cost-15%

Selection Committee Representation
Office of Equity, Office of Management and Budget

Waiver Justification

EORC Synopsis
Waived for EORC review, as the total cost was less than $50,000.

	Date Presented at EORC:   N/A
	☐ Approved
	☐ Not Approved



Per §219.07 of the City Code, you must include an electronic copy of the solicitation or your signed waiver with your submission to the Office of Management and Budget.

Attachments
· Please attach any additional documents and/or exhibits.
