Amending the Pittsburgh Code, Title Two, Fiscal, Article 9, Property Taxes, Chapter 263, Real Property Tax and Exemption, Section 263.23 City Treasurer Duties, by adding language to provide for a continuous designation of Act 77 Exemptions for eligible senior citizens.
Whereas, the Property Tax Relief Program for the City of Pittsburgh offers tax relief to seniors who qualify; and

Whereas, the obligation to file the tax relief application on a yearly basis represents an undue burden on the most vulnerable residents of our city; and

Whereas, the City Treasurer should have the capacity to develop an administrative process to determine ongoing eligibility;
Be it resolved that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1.
The Pittsburgh Code, Title Two, Fiscal, Article 9, Property Taxes, Chapter 263, Real Property Tax and Exemption, Section 263.23 City Treasurer Duties, is hereby amended as follows:

§ 263.23  CITY TREASURER DUTIES
(a)   The Department of Property Assessment shall certify upon first application to the City Treasurer those City residents who meet the qualifications of the Allegheny County Tax Assessment Limitation Program.

(b)   The City Treasurer shall independently certify those qualifying residents whose household income does not exceed thirty thousand dollars ($30,000.00) and are over the age of [between the ages] fifty (50) [and fifty-nine (59)]. Eligible City residents who qualified upon first application need not reapply annually for consideration.  The City Treasurer shall determine ongoing eligibility of those who meet the low income requirement in subsequent tax years.
(c)   The City Treasurer shall deny participation in the Tax Relief Program to any applicant as to whom it is determined that a delinquency exists for any City tax, water charge, sewage charge or other fees or charges. However, the Treasurer may grant leave to pay all outstanding delinquencies within a stated period of time in order to become eligible.

