
WHEREAS, Benjamin Bakewell (1767 – 1844) arrived in Pittsburgh in 1808 and opened one of Pittsburgh’s first glassmaking businesses, Bakewell & Ensell, on the banks of the Monongahela River; and,

WHEREAS, Blackwell’s glass works was the first in Pittsburgh to make colorless lead glass tableware, known as flint glass, and Benjamin was later recognized as the father of the flint glass industry in America; and,

WHEREAS, Bakewell and his partners, including Benjamin Page and Thomas Pears, achieved preeminence in American glass making through artistry and innovation in the production and decoration of luxury glassware; and,

WHEREAS, Presidents James Monroe and Andrew Jackson ordered complete services of blown, cut and engraved glass for the White House from Bakewell in 1818 and 1829, respectively; and,

WHEREAS, Bakewell glass achieved national recognition throughout its production (1808‑1882), including a silver medal at Philadelphia’s Franklin Institute in 1825 for the best cut decanters, and an award at Philadelphia’s 1876 Centennial Exhibition; and,

WHEREAS, Benjamin contributed to the success of the glass industry in Pittsburgh through political efforts to protect domestic industry, through his development of transportation infrastructure, through his technological and artistic achievements in glass production, and through his training of numerous artisans who later founded other glass companies, including Atterbury & Co. and Bryce, McKee & Co; and,

WHEREAS, the story of Bakewell glass has been presented by the Frick Art & Historical Center in 2005 in an exhibition and catalogue entitled Artistry and Innovation in Pittsburgh Glass, 1808‑1882: From Bakewell & Ensell to Bakewell, Pears & Co. written by guest curator Arlene Palmer, an expert on early American glass.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh recognizes the outstanding contributions of Benjamin Bakewell to the establishment of Pittsburgh as the major center of glassmaking in America in the early Nineteenth Century, and to the production of high quality glassware equal to the finest English and European glass; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh does hereby declare Tuesday March 22, 2005 to be “Benjamin Bakewell Day” here in the City of Pittsburgh.

SPONSOERD BY COUNCILMAN DOUG SHIELDS
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