WHEREAS located at 2720 Webster Avenue in Pittsburgh’s Hill District, the Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church will be celebrating its 200th anniversary with a series of special events to be held from June 8-June 15, 2008; and
WHEREAS the Bethel A.M.E. Church is the first, African Methodist Episcopal Church West of the Allegheny Mountains, as well as the oldest African American congregation located within the City of Pittsburgh; and 

WHEREAS over the past two centuries, the Bethel A.M.E. Church has undergone many changes, as it has moved to different locations within the City and made benefit of the teachings and leadership of a number of different Pastors; and
WHEREAS despite these many changes, one thing has remained constant for the Bethel A.M.E. Church throughout the years: The Church’s on-going commitment to the fostering of social, economic, and racial justice throughout all segments of the community; and

WHEREAS under the guidance of Bethel A.M.E. Church’s current Bicentennial Committee, a distinguished list of individuals that includes

Rt. Rev. Robert Vaughn Webster (Presiding Prelate)
Rev. Rowena Webster-White (Episcopal Supervisor)

Rev. Dr. James H. McLemore (Presiding Elder)

Rev. Nathaniel Colvin III (Pastor and Chairperson)

Rev. Nicole L. Colvin (Associate Pastor, Organizer)

Katie Everette Johnson (Co-Chairperson)

Johnnie L. Miott (Co-Chairperson)

Doris Carson-Williams (Co-Chairperson)

Wallace Wilson (Co-Chairperson)

Francine Bibben (Bicentennial Committee Secretary)

Linda Burleigh

Beverly Lowe

Julius Redd

Jala Tyus

Ashley Johnson

Robert Lowe

Mildred Reese

James Williams II

The Church has planned a week of events that not only celebrate the Church and its rich history but also give thanks for the many blessings that have been bestowed upon it over the past 200 years.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh does hereby wish to congratulate the Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church on its 200th Anniversary Celebration, while additionally taking this opportunity to thank the Church and its leadership for all that they have done in order to better our neighborhoods and our City.
Sponsored by Councilwoman Tonya D. Payne

Co-Sponsored by Council Members Rev. Ricky V. Burgess, Daniel Deasy, Patrick Dowd, Darlene M. Harris, Bruce A. Kraus, Jim Motznik, William Peduto, andDouglas Shields

