
Duquesne University Institutional Master Plan Amendment

	APPLICATION:
	DCP-MPZC-2025-00049

	PROPERTY:
	Roughly bounded by I-579 to the west, I-376 to the south, Watson Street to the north, and Stevenson Street to the east.

	PROPERTY OWNER:
	Duquesne University

	ZONING DISTRICT:
	EMI (Educational/Medical Institution)

	PROPOSAL:
	Amend the 2022 Institutional Master Plan with recent developments and new proposed mixed use building location

	COUNCIL DISTRICT:
	6; Councilperson R. Daniel Lavelle

	MEETING DATE:
	May 20, 2025




[bookmark: FINDINGS_OF_FACT]FINDINGS OF FACT
1. A request for an amendment to the Institutional Master Plan (IMP) was submitted by Duquesne University for its campus in the Bluff neighborhood. The current IMP, covering the period 2021– 2031, was approved in January 2022.
2. Since that time, the University has completed several key projects included in the original plan. The final placement of these developments has created the need to relocate one of the previously proposed buildings.
3. This amendment specifically proposes relocating the Mixed-Use Academic Building to the southwest corner of Forbes Avenue and Magee Street—across the street from its original location. This revised location will serve as the future site of the new Rangos School of Health Sciences.
4. The change has resulted in a revised site plan with revised parking spaces, stormwater management strategies and landscape designs. Specifically, the updated IMP includes the following broad changes
a. Revised language reflecting completed projects since January 2022;
b. Updated tables and figures to account for new buildings and overall capacity;
c. A revised site plan showing both completed buildings and the new proposed location for the Mixed-Use Academic Building;
d. Updated traffic analysis consistent with DOMI’s Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) signage plans;
e. Refreshed graphics and data for tree inventory, stormwater management, and open space.
5. These proposed changes have been reviewed by the Department of Mobility and Infrastructure (DOMI), the City’s Design Review team, and the Stormwater Management team.
6. A Development Activities Meeting (DAM) was held on April 21, 2025 with representation from Uptown Partners, Hill District Consensus Group, Hill District Collaborative, and Hill CDC. A copy of the DAM report is attached.
HEARING REPORT	


PLANNING COMMISSION
20 May 2025


7. Property owners within 150 feet of the proposed Master Plan area were notified of the proposed amendment and on-site notices were posted in accordance with Section 922.01.C.
8. Per Section 922.12.D., the Planning Commission shall recommend to City Council to approve, approve with conditions, approve in part, deny or deny in part the application for the IMP.
9. An Institutional Master Plan is intended to permit flexibility for a large institution which is not possible on a lot-by-lot basis while providing a level of understanding to the public about potential growth of the institution. Provisions of the Master Plan are intended to:
a) Protect the integrity of adjacent residential neighborhoods by addressing the impacts of institutional development on adjacent areas;
b) Provide a growing and continuing source of employment which is easily accessible;
c) Create attractive and efficient urban areas which incorporate a high degree of amenity;
d) Protect sensitive portions of the natural and man-made environment which are potentially affected by institutional development.


[bookmark: Recommended_Motion]Recommended Motion

That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh makes a Positive Recommendation to City Council on the Institutional Master Plan Amendment, DCP-MPZC-2025-00049, as submitted by Duquesne University with the following condition-

1. The Department of Mobility and Infrastructure (DOMI) shall approve the Traffic Impact Study (TIS), which must be submitted with the Building Development Application (BDA) for the proposed mixed-use building, prior to the issuance of the Record of Zoning Approval.

SUBMITTED BY: 	
Antara Tandon, Principal Planner

Development Activities Meeting Report (Version: 01/24/2024)
This report created by the Neighborhood Planner and included with staff reports to City Boards and/or Commissions.

	Logistics
	Stakeholders

	Project Name/Address: Duquesne University Institutional Master Plan (IMP) amendment, 1208 Forbes Avenue
	Groups Represented (e.g., specific organizations, residents, employees, etc. where this is evident):
Uptown Partners
Hill District Consensus Group Hill District Collaborative
Hill CDC
Duquesne University Department of City Planning

	Parcel Number(s): 2-L-101
	

	ZDR Application Number: DCP-MPZC-2025-00049
	

	Meeting Location: Zoom
	

	Date: 4/21/2025
	

	Meeting Start Time: 6:00 PM
	

	Applicant: Joseph Adiutori (WTW Architects), Duquesne University
	Approx. Number of Attendees: 19

	Boards and/or Commissions Request(s): Planning Commission


How did the meeting inform the community about the development project?
Ex: Community engagement to-date, location and history of the site, demolition needs, building footprint and overall square footage, uses and activities (particularly on the ground floor), transportation needs and parking proposed, building materials, design, and other aesthetic elements of the project, community uses, amenities and programs.
Registered Community Organizations (RCOs)
Hill District Consensus Group: They’ve been engaged around this project and fully support it.
Uptown Partners: They’ve been engaged around the project and find it aligns with the Uptown Eco-Innovation District goals and guidelines. Uptown Partners voted in full support of the project.
Hill CDC: This specific project has not gone through the Hill CDC’s Development Review Panel Process and thus the Hill CDC does not endorse this project today.

Applicant
Duquesne University is amending their IMP for the relocation of a mixed-use academic building across the street to the southwest corner of Forbes Avenue and Magee Street. The original IMP was approved in January of 2022. Duquesne University will go through the Development Activities Meeting process again for the design of the mixed-use building, which will house the Rangos School of Health Sciences, once they’re ready to apply to begin the project. The School of Health Sciences has grown beyond the size of the current building that it is housed within at the corner of McAnulty and Locust Streets. The existing building will not be demolished, but will be repurposed once the new building is complete. The site of the new building is currently a parking lot, and the applicant expects to follow all current zoning requirements for the new structure. The Speech Language Pathology Clinic, which is open to the public, will also be moving to the new building. The Duquesne University Board will vote on whether or not to approve the new building in May 2025.




Input and Responses

	Questions and Comments from Attendees
	Responses from Applicants

	Hill CDC sent a link to submit the project to their Development Review Panel.
	


Planner completing report: AJ Herzog

