Resolution calling upon the Pittsburgh Board of Public Education to place a moratorium on the closing of Pittsburgh Public Schools for the 2014-2015 school year.

WHEREAS, the Pittsburgh Board of Public Education, the Pittsburgh Federation of Teachers , parents and families, have been working to improve student outcomes by giving teachers the supports they need to teach, and students the resources they need to learn; and
WHEREAS, recent decisions by the Pittsburgh Public Schools have raised concerns among the community that the district may not be heading in the right direction; and

WHEREAS, among them is the possibility of the Pittsburgh Public Schools engaging in an unprecedented fifth round of school closures next fall at a time when enrollment trends in lower grades are positive and growing; and
WHEREAS, also among them is the decision by the Pittsburgh Public Schools to unilaterally impose a high-stakes cut-score policy that will destabilize classrooms and hurt students, where teachers are told their employment is in jeopardy or are lined up to be fired at 10-15 times higher than the national-average rate; and
WHEREAS, while past state funding cuts have played a role in the district’s current fiscal position, upcoming elections will shape the educational agenda and budgeting decisions for the 2014 and 2015 school year and beyond; and
WHEREAS, regardless of the political environment that exists, the Pittsburgh Public Schools must make the best decisions for the students, parents, educators, and community members of the City of Pittsburgh.
Be it resolved by the Council of the City of Pittsburgh as follows:

Section 1. The Council of the City of Pittsburgh hereby calls upon the Pittsburgh Board of Public Education to place a moratorium on the closing of Pittsburgh Public Schools for the 2014-2015 school year.
Section 2. The Council of the City of Pittsburgh urges the Pittsburgh Public Schools to reconsider their high-stakes cut-score policy, and to bring their program in line with the prevailing opinion of educational experts and the national standards. 
Section 3. The Council of the City of Pittsburgh shall convene a series of public meetings throughout the community to discuss with and receive feedback from the community about the future of our schools.

