WHEREAS, in 1926, Dr. Carter G. Woodson launched Negro History Week, during the second week of February, as an initiative to bring national attention to the contributions of black people throughout American history. Today, we celebrate the month of February as “Black History Month,” educating our community and youth of the significant accomplishments and barriers of our African American leaders.  This is an opportunity to acknowledge and examine the leadership, perseverance, and dedication of these leaders;

WHEREAS, It truly is a new day in Council District 9 when community leaders come together to improve the quality of life for our residents, assuring that we reach beyond our walls of comfort and extend our arms to empower, engage, and enhance our friends, family, and neighbors to be stronger individuals and set-out to accomplish our dreams; and

WHEREAS, the remarkable and admirable Honorable William T. Simmons has committed almost a decade of service to the City of Pittsburgh and it’s residents, providing his legal expertise and excellence ranging from civil to criminal cases since 1994.  The former City of Pittsburgh Chief Magistrate, has been on the boards of many non profit and religious organizations including the Homewood Brushton Revitalization and Development Corporation, YouthBuild Pittsburgh, Inc., the Addison Terrace Learning Center, Inc., the Bethesda Church Board of Deacons and the Pittsburgh East Rotary Club.  Mr. Simmons immigrated from the South to Pittsburgh in early in 1973 and has since held many positions including, Partner and Director for Cotton & Simmons Law Office, Assistant to the County Commissioner Barbara Hafer as well as Chief Counsel and Deputy Chief Counsel for the Auditor General, Barbara Hafer.  His talent, devotion and loyalty to continued excellence in community service is just one of the many characteristics of this amazing community leader. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh, does hereby congratulate and applaud the Honorable Chief Magistrate William Simmons for his hard work and dedication to the City of Pittsburgh and its residents and for offering his vast knowledge of the legal profession to assist us in our legal proceedings.  He has been passionately enamored with the legal profession and in doing so has provided the African American community a standard of what can be achieved with follow through and continued perseverance.
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