WHEREAS, A driving goal under U.S. immigration law is family unification and the ability to reside legally in the U.S., engaging fully in our country's rich civil traditions and form of government; and,

WHEREAS, The City of Pittsburgh celebrates and respects all immigrant groups and all families, including those of same-sex gay and lesbian partners; and,

WHEREAS, Current U.S. immigration law discriminates against a U.S. citizen or lawful permanent resident and his or her foreign-born partner by not allowing the sponsorship of the foreign partner for immigration benefits, although an opposite-sex couple would have the right to do so; and,

WHEREAS, This form of discrimination and unfair treatment under the law has devastating and life-altering consequences for same-sex partners; and,


WHEREAS, The inability to sponsor a same-sex partner leaves the couple with limited options, including allowing the foreign-born partner to remain undocumented or allow a visa to lapse, creating daily uncertainty and fear of deportation; and 


WHEREAS, The limited legal options for same-sex partners to keep their relationship unified exacts an enormous emotional and financial toll, disproportionate to opposite-sex couples in bi-national relationships; and,


WHEREAS, Beyond the personal challenges to same-sex couples, the City of Pittsburgh and the entire country risk a great loss of talent should the foreign partner and/or the U.S. citizen or lawful permanent resident be forced to depart to keep the relationship whole; and,  


WHEREAS, Currently pending in the United States Congress is the Uniting American Families Act (H.R. 1024/S.424), reintroduced on February 12, 2009, by Representative Jerrold Nadler (D-NY) and Senator Patrick Leahy (D-VT). The purpose of this bill is "to amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to eliminate discrimination in the immigration laws by permitting permanent partners of United States citizens and lawful permanent residents to obtain lawful permanent resident status in the same manner as spouses of citizens and lawful permanent residents and to penalize immigration fraud in connection with permanent partnerships"; and,


WHEREAS, The Uniting American Families Act would bring U.S. immigration law in line with the 21 other countries that already recognize same sex partnerships for immigration purposes;    


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we, the members of the City Council of Pittsburgh, do hereby express our strong support for the passage of the Uniting American Families Act. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That suitable copies of this resolution be sent to the President and Vice President of the United States; Honorable Nancy Pelosi; Honorable Harry Reid; Honorable Arlen Specter; Honorable Robert Casey; Honorable Jason Altmire, Honorable Michael Doyle; Honorable Tim Murphy; and the Pennsylvania Congressional Delegation.

SPONSORED BY BRUCE KRAUS

CO-SPONSORED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS PATRICK DOWD, DARLENE M. HARRIS,  

THERESA KAIL-SMITH, R. DANIEL LAVELLE, BILL PEDUTO, NATALIA RUDIAK 

AND DOUGLAS SHIELDS
