





June 3, 2008

President and Members of City Council

Fifth Floor City-County Building

Pittsburgh, PA  15219

Dear President and Members:

In January of 2008 the City of Pittsburgh along with Boston, New York City, the Department of Energy (DOE) and the International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) were chosen by the British Foreign & Commonwealth Office to attend a Climate Change Study geared toward Solar in London/Manchester England from July 11 to July 18, 2008. Permission is requested for Eamon Geary, Resource Coordinator for the Green Building Alliance and a non-city employee to attend the study. 

In London, the delegation will focus on consumer energy programs, energy service companies, public sector solar energy initiatives, and local government initiatives implemented to reduce carbon emissions. Meetings will be arranged with Transport of London, the Greater London Authority, London Climate Change Agency (including photovoltaic initiatives at City Hall), Energy Savings Trust and Solar Century (Solar4Schools Program).

Manchester provides a model of a smaller UK city that is initiating carbon reducing schemes. In Manchester the delegation will focus on consumer energy programs, public sector solar energy initiatives, and local government initiatives implemented to reduce carbon emissions. They will meet with the Association of Greater Manchester Authorities, the Greater Manchester Passenger Transport Authority, and the Manchester City Council. They will make site visits to CIS Tower and Manchester College of Arts and Technology, model solar powered public and private building. 
The study is being fully funded through the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the Department of Energy. A portion of the cost will be paid through the Solar City Trust Fund that is funded by the Department of Energy and shall not exceed $3,822.00 payable from organization code: 102000, fund: 2940, project: PR10013, budget year 2008. 







Sincerely,







Luke Ravenstahl







Mayor, City of Pittsburgh
