WHEREAS, the latter part of the 19th Century witnessed the emigration of half of a million Slovaks to the United States.  In the late 1890’s, over 100,000 Slovaks came to reside in and around the City of Pittsburgh where work was plentiful in the mines and steel mills, where they could create a new life and raise their families.  Today, there are more than two million United States citizens that can trace their heritage back to Slovakia; and


WHEREAS, by 1920, the City of Pittsburgh was comprised of 28 Slovak Roman Catholic Churches, 15 Slovak Lutheran Churches and Slovak Byzantine Catholic Churches, each having social halls with a few others having grade schools to help newcomers adjust to their new surroundings and exercise their religious freedom; and

WHEREAS, the City of Pittsburgh is home to seven Slovak national organizations:  The First Catholic Slovak Union, First Catholic Slovak Ladies Association, Ladies Pennsylvania Slovak Catholic Union, National Slovak Society, Slovak Catholic Sokol, Sokol USA and the United Lutheran Society, all of which were all formed as insurance societies and unions to help early immigrants with financial and social support.  Today they continue to play strong cultural, social, and political roles; and

WHEREAS, great contributions to the growth and success of the United States have been made by Slovaks in religion, government, education, engineering, construction, medicine, commerce, athletics, art and music such as: Stefan Banic, inventor of the parachute for use in World War I;  Reverend Jozef Murgas, pioneer of radiotelegraphy as well as a scholar, artist, scientist, and writer, who held twelve U.S. patents;  Joseph  Gaydos, elected to the U.S. House of Representatives for 24 years and went on to become the first Slovak-American to serve in the U. S. Congress, as well as Pittsburgh’s Artist’s Artist: the great Andy Warhol; and

WHEREAS, through groups such as the Western Pennsylvania Slovak Cultural Association, the Western Pennsylvania Slovak Day Committee and the Slovak Radio Hour McKeesport and Western Pennsylvania Slovak Radio Hour Pittsburgh, residents living in the City of Pittsburgh and Municipalities throughout Allegheny County can continue to celebrate and experience their rich Slovak cultural and ethnic heritage; and

WHEREAS, on July 22, 2004, the Western Pennsylvania Slovak Day Committee will sponsor the 81st Annual Slovak Day at Kennywood Park to honor their Slovak heritage and recognize the efforts of their Slovak forefathers for future generations to come.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh does hereby recognize the Slovak community for their countless contributions and congratulates the Western Pennsylvania Slovak Day Committee for sponsoring Slovak Day at Kennywood Park for the past 81 years.  We welcome Mayor Milan Benc and the delegation from Presov, Slovakia and hope their stay is most comfortable and enjoyable.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that today, July 22, 2004 be hereby declared “Slovak Day” in the City of Pittsburgh.  

SPONSORED BY COUNCIL PRESIDENT GENE RICCIARDI

AND COUNCILMAN JIM MOTZNIK

