Westinghouse Park Archaeological Survey Phase II RFP 

Budget Amount: $50,000
Budget Description: WESTINGHOUSE PARK - ARCHAEOLOGY STUDY (PARKS TAX)
Budget Account ID: 4550020624

Summary 

The City of Pittsburgh Department of City Planning requests proposals from qualified firms to provide archaeological services for a Phase II Archaeological Survey in Westinghouse Park. 

Background 

Westinghouse Park is located in the middle of the Point Breeze North, Point Breeze, and Homewood neighborhoods of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

It was formerly the estate of George Westinghouse, the famous inventor, and known as the “Solitude at Homewood”. The current 10.2-acre site features large trees, open lawn spaces, and a few recreation facilities. The goal of the Westinghouse Park Plan is to develop steps to help implement a vision for Westinghouse Park that both meets the needs of the community and interprets the history and science of George Westinghouse. 

One of the first steps that will have to be completed is additional archaeological studies to determine what impacts park development will have on underground historical artifacts. The Solitude/Westinghouse archaeological site (36AL0525) is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. A formal nomination of the park to the National Register of Historic Places is desired and falls within the scope of this request. 

In previous surveys conducted by Christine Davis Consultants, Inc. (CDC) and THG Geophysics, Ltd, features and anomalies associated with this significant resource were discovered. CDC built upon its Phase I Archaeological Survey and Assessment conducted in 2005 for the City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning. In February of 2019, THG Geophysics, Ltd (THG) was retained to conduct frequency-domain electromagnetic (FDEM) terrain conductivity survey, a time-domain electromagnetic (TDEM) survey, and a limited ground penetrating radar (GPR) survey of the park. Those results, along with the results of the previous surveys conducted by CDC, yielded seven anomalies including a well, a former duplex, the former tunnel location between the mansion and laboratory, a portion of the mansion foundation, and several other areas that should be further explored with archaeological surveys. 

Significant archaeological findings from the house include architectural details like stained glass, fragments of artifacts like perfume bottles and porcelain saucers. Other sites, like a greenhouse, potting shed, and gas wells were inspected. Impediments like concrete floors and geophysical anomalies elsewhere on site suggest much remains to be explored. The reports outline numerous questions about the site’s history that might be addressed by further investigation.

As a result of the findings from both the CDC and THG investigations, a Phase II Archaeological Survey was recommended. The details for the Phase II Survey would be developed from the results of CDC’s Expanded Phase I Survey, but Phase II testing is assumed at both the house (Solitude) and the lab. Further details on the scope of work are below. 
Scope of Work

There is potential for modifications to the planned development so proposed testing for the lab and house is separated below.

Lab/Greenhouse tasks to be completed include:
· PA ONE Call to determine exact locations of all utilities within the park.
· Completion of 8 mechanical trenches of seven 1-meter by 1-meter tests (3 within the trenches and 4 from the surface).
· Trenching will be completed at the site of the lab including the gas well areas and the sinkhole near the tunnel terminus.
· Lab work, artifact processing, and research for approximately 200 artifacts is anticipated.

Solitude House tasks to be completed include:
· PA ONE Call to determine exact locations of all utilities within the park.
· Completion of 10 mechanical trenches of thirty-four 1-meter by 1-meter tests (7 within the trenches and 25 from the surface).
· Trenching will be completed at the site of the house and lab including the sinkhole area near the tunnel terminus.
· Lab work, artifact processing, and research for approximately 1,300 artifacts is anticipated.

Historic Designation:
· Compile necessary documentation to formally nominate Westinghouse Park to the National Register of Historic Places 

Assumptions: 
· Testing will consist of a total of 150 STPs, 42 units and 18 mechanical trenches.
· Depth of testing will not be over a meter except in areas of mechanical trenching.
· Mechanical work is separated into two separate mobilizations.
· Fencing for the trench areas is included for the house area.
· Testing at the lab is anticipated to not require fencing.
· Unknown features, artifacts within the park that may be found during the survey may require additional work.
· 1,500 artifacts will be curated.
· Testing will be limited to the limit of disturbance area (LOD) provided by Pashek + MTR on 02/21/23. If the LOD changes based on updated design work, then the scope of the archaeological work may need to adjust.

Suggested Deliverables: 
· Phase II Archaeology Survey Results Report 
· All necessary documentation for the nomination to National Register of Historic Places 
· Searchable excel matrix of findings/artefacts/relevant information
· Summary communications to share with public
